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By Cap. ROBERT EVERARD : 
Now by Gods Grace a Member of the Holy 
Catholick Church of Chriſt. 


1 ne the Reaſons of his Converſion oy” 


ſubmiſſion to the. ſaid 
CATHOLICK CHURCH. 
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he Second Edition, containing in it ſeveral matereal Addi - 
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An Epiſtle to ſeveral Non-con- 
1 Dear Friends, - 


Cannot doubt but the Reports, which 
have lately ſpread concerning me, and 
of my change and Alteration, in the 

great Affair of Religion, put you up- 
on an Expectation to hear ſomething from me; 

*F and that in Print too: It having been my con- 

KFgant ſo mer Method to give an account of my 

| ſelf to the World that way: And although I 
might very well excuſe my ſelf from the fame. 
ching now, that ſcribling humor being only in 
be dayes of my Ignorance (when God Almigh- 
ij pleaſed to permit a Veil co bang between 

1 &'my eyes and his moſt glorious Truth, Namly 

cke veilof my Pride, and Folly ) Yer leaſt from 

I cotaf ſilence, the world, which in its own 

VNi.iiture is cenſotious enough, ſhould apprehend. - 

chat I either wanted Charicy to my late dear 

{ Þ Breathren, or Courage to own the Truth, oc 

chat I thought the way unjuſtiſiable, wherein 

I now VVorſhip and Adore the God of my 
I Fathers; choſe good and Pious men, who'uptil 

I we pretended Reformation of Luther and his 

Followers, knew no other way of Y Vorſhip or 

eli ion, then this, by which Millions of them 

ere ſent into the Boſome of Chtiſt: I have 

Ala teſolved to give you a ſhort account of 
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ſelf, and what hath befallen me ſince the 
Reſtautation of our moſt Gracious Sove- 
raign to his Crown and Dignities. * 
And indeed when I conſider the Love which! 
have ever had for you, and the returns of Aſfecti- 
on, which I have received from many, and moſt 
of you; I think my ſelf more then ordinarily | 
Engaged , to be free with youin theſe chings, | 
as hoping, and in Charicy believing , that if I 
can c onvince you of the reaſonableneſs of m. 
Proceedings, you will approye of what I have 
done; And on the other fide, if any of you can 


make ir appear, wherein I have done amiſs, you 


will be ſo juſt (and this Juſtice I here challenge 
from you) as to ſhew-me my Errors. 


My carriage whilſt I was in Communion with | 


vou, was (I hope) always ſuch, as to give yon 

Tien: 3 1 to — that I — — , 
nor am by- aſſable by Worldly. Intereſts, ot ſelfiſh 'F 
Conſiderations: When I profeſi my ſelf againſt 
Infant Baptiſmne, I had run through almoſt (if 
not alrogether ) all the ſeveral Profeſſions of 
Chriſtianity then appearing in this Kingdom, 
the Catholique only excepted, which as I never 
had any opportunity to examine, as not meeting 
with any of that party, who were willing to 
publiſh themſelves to me for ſuch, ſo neither 
did I think them, or their Principles worthy | ; 
of my Conſideration, having from the. joyne |. 
and unanimous conſent of all our Pulpits, be- 
lieved thoſe of that party to be ſo groſly igno- 
tant, that to'diſcourſe with them in relation | 

to Religion, were but to caſt away time and 
labour. e een ee 

Being thus prejudiced againſt the Carbolique F + 
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party, it pleaſed Almighry God to bring me 
- Tres the company of a Lay Gentleman of that 
perſwaſion, and to give me octaſion to ſpend 


11 ſome conſiderable time with him; Ino ſooner 
ti- unser ſtood his profeſſion as to Religion , but 1 


oft degaß to attempt him, in that, wherein I thonght 
ily (s conſcious of the weakneſs of his cauſe) he 
5» would never have engaged; but I ſoon fornd my 
I miſtake by his readineſs to embrace diſcourſes 
ny of chat nature: And I found alſo, that we had 
ve all embraced a'moſt notorious Error, while we 
20 } ſuffered our ſelves to be perſwaded, that the Ca- 


on F tholicke were an ignoram Generation, © © © 
we | he Gentleman ſeemed deſitous to examine 


every thing from the botrome and to lay the 
ich Axe to the Root, and truly I thought that very 
ou reaſonable; as conceĩving that where the founda- 
„ ion was unſound, the ſuperſtructures were not 
in td de relyed on: He enquired of me therefore 
ft ii che firtt place, whether I was ſure and certain 
(if tber the Chriſtun Religion in general was more 
of tre; then the Religions of the” Turks, Jews, or 
m, a other, which was oppoſite therewnts ?' and 'whe- 
ver | ' ther I was ſo certainly, and tnfallibly aſſured 7 
ing | | ehir+ that it was not poſſible' for me , or for thoſe 
tf who taught me Chriſtianity. to be miſtaken in 
her | tb? And he gave me this Reaſon for his Que 
thy ion, namely, chat if neither I my ſelf, nor thoſe 
who taught me, that Chriftanity was — 
ſaſe way to Salvation, and the — way in which 
Fleaven was to be attained, was or were infal- 
3 ©© libly certain, or were capable of any miſtake, 'or 
wide in any poſſibility commit an error in this 
„iz; chen as to me, Cbriſtiavity could be no 
— mere, then probably true 1 and ve could with no 
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colour of Reaſon, condemn the Jew, Turk ot 
Pagan, ſince they were as well perſwaded of theit 
ſeveral ways, as we Could be of outs, upon a 

allible certaimy; and for ought we knew (not 
having any infallible certainty ſor our C- 
nity ] ſome of chem might be in the Right, and 
we in che wrong way. And ho id you ſay to 
a Jew, you maſt brcomwe 4 Coriſtian, if you er- 
put to be ſaved ? when as if he Examine. yen 
ſtrietly and cloſely in relation to hat certain- 
ty you have of the truth of Chriſtianitꝝy, your 
-Anſwer will amount to no more chen this, Ton 
corcerve you are in the Right , and you hope ami bo- 
tieve- you are not miſtaken: But it is poſſible, you 

may be mi ſtaben iu this; for every man is a Lyar, 
every man and all men, and every Church is: falli- 


ble , and ſubjeſt to Errur, and to be miſtaken. | 


Can ſuch Arguments as cheſs invite a Jem, 
JTurſ to become a Chriſtian? gn 
I confeſs I was exttreamly troubled wich this 


difficulty, and knew not how to anſwer ir plaialy, 


and without appatent * and declining 
the queſtion, which I plainly did, by urging. that 
it he intended to call the Religion which Chrf 
Eftabliſhed, in the world into queſiion, and to. 
make a doubt of the main and Stand Pcin- 
ciple of Chriſtianity which we both-of us agreed 
to be true, I ſhould treat no farther; and that 
it himſelt doubted of rhe Truth of Chriſii Re- 
ligion, I wag not prepared to Diipute the 
Olin. ' ; , 6 R q >> + 

This Anſwer ſeemed very ſtrange even ta my 
ſelf, but ir ſeemed more ſtrange to me, that 1 | 
ſhould finde niy ſeKf Gravelled in ſneh a quęſſun 
as was fit for every one to anſwer. Hñomener 
ELLE . n 
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Opponent uſed me Gently and Sweery 


my jy; and 
without the leaſt ſhew. of imfulcing ove? 
x weakneſs, he told me thavilnireaton 5 


to anſwer this difficulty; Cor ( replſedhe 
it may be true, and is . rate | 
the | ian. Kaligion „b be tre Gromils 
won which it it fonnded i '2f allibly . cerrauls 
and Drvixe zyt hpon the/Grounds upon which 
yon may found: your belief thereof , it may 
poſſibly. nor be true or certain as to you: For 
Example, ſoppoſe you are told a thing by 2 
known or common per jured pet ſon, and: upon 
bis word yon believe ĩt; you cannot be certaĩti- 
ly aſſured that the thing is true, becanſe ſuobrun 
Infamous, common notorious Lyartellsyau ſo, 
bur the ching ĩs really to you doubtful „ nay mor- 
probably falſe then true, and et the thing in t n 


kel is true a0 if in the Apolitts'time one hi 11. 


believed Chriftiamty to be true, not berauſe 


ne Ales taught him fo, but becauſe Bh, = 


Magus affirmed:irto: bim, in chis cat ue 
ſees not that ſuch a- mans faĩcir had not ben 
ctue, but that the hole thing to him had been 
vncertain, the belief of it being grounded vp- 
ona wrong Foundation , which Was no wayes 
Tertain. From all which it is evident, that 
Faith grounded npon a — onndat ion may 
poſſibly be a relying upon the Traditions of 


men, but cannot be that Divine Faich, uhich 
Cod requires at onr hands as à condicion wich- 
dt which we ſhall not be ſaved : Conſce- 

.  quently\} that che late wilde and looſe Opinion, 


which is nom ſo prevalent im the World, That 


u differing Faiths may be ſaved, is wirhout 
all peradyenture erroneous and dangerous; 8s 
44 rending 
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nam patnatae Sebi wblck | 
rs. jous in the Church, but alſo ſtom a 


ko heing for the King agaiuſt the Perſon and 
Buttaile againſt the Tard Avointedos:Jndeed the 
„ line Uſurped Authorities made great uſe ofthis | 
| difagreeing-in Faith anongt rhemſelves into 
ont ſeeming Brother-hood of pretended Saints, 
to deſtroy the Common Facherof:our Country: 
But Thave chatity to hope that the late ſignal 
Providences of God to this Nation, in reſtoring 
untous our Soveraign, have convinced all good 
men of the errors of thoſe wayes. And yet 
This is Hance Mr. Baxter hath lately had the confidence 
— ot M broach a Opinion publickly: in Print upon 
Mr. the: ſame Old: Principles and comantaivin his 
Fohnſont Treatiſe agaiglt Mr. William q that a He- 
reply rogratrck, may be! menber or part of the Cala 
Mc. B2"-Glowrebof Chrift:; which. is all- ang as to ay. 
12 v. That am tleretick may have true Faith: whereby 
ery Re ſthai Ground Nchieh I have here layd ſeems: to 
preſſed, be deſtroyed. Give me leave o uige one Atgu- 
Fo. i424 ment aut of Mr Jebuſons aner to Mr. Baxter, 
143 & c fa the total deſtroying of xhis ET r, and I 
am the rather induced to do this, 8s ſuppoſing 
Mr. Jehuſans anſwer: (though it hath fully ſi- 
lenced Mr Better beyond all paſſibility of re- 
pl ing with Reaſon) not to have come into the 
hands of many of the Non conformiſts. The 


rity of Reaſon;Rebellions in the State. It is 


Argument which I ſhall gives this: Hluſacver 


-bath true Faith, believeth the thing beligued, r 
the material objeſt of Faith for the Divine Aa- 
thority of God revealing it. But 10 Heretick be- 
RES ; * Po lievatb 3 = 


be- 
b 
Be 

56 

GH 

» bo” 5 


_ 
Co 
8 


| fo. Therefore-rv Heretich hath true 


: 5 lie aforeſaid Majer, viz, That no man can have 
| true 


5 thb, 
Fhe Major is granted by all, becauſe Chrifran 
Faith muſt reſt upon Gods Revelation, as ii formal 
ebjett.. The Minor is proved thus, | 


believes the material Object of Faith, or the thing 
 briieutd, for the Divine Authority of God revealing 
it, muſt believe all things which are as ſufficienly 
propoumded to him, to be revealed by God, as are 
thoſe Articles; which he doth» believe; And 


muſt: believe,” nothing 45.4 Revelation of God, 
nhich is as ſuſficiemly declared 19 bim to be erro- 
neous, or wot 4 Revelation 5 as the Articles of 
Faith are to be revealed. But every Hererich, ei- 
iber refuſeth to believe ſomething, which is ſo ſuf - 
cently proponunded to him to be revealed from God, 
er believes ſomething , at 4 Revelation, which 
i ſaſuſſictent ly declared to him to be erroneous, or 


„ evtirezuted from God; Therefore no Heretick 


hath: true Faith. The firſt part of this Major 
is proved thus: whoſoever. refuſeth to believe; 


 ; what in ſo ſufficiently. propouuded to be revealed by 
oz enhexcyefuſerb all, that 15 ſo proponnded, or 


believes: ſomethings, and refuſeth to believe others 
a ſufficiently propounded, as thoſe which he be- 
lieves : If he refuſeth all, he can have no true 


Faith, for hi believes nothing, and is therefore 


mo Chriſtian: If he believes ſome, and refuſeth 
others. equally propounded, then he believes not 
thoſe thingt, which he doth beNeve for the Divine 

whority revealing (for when two things are e- 
qually propounded to the underſtanding , they 


8 N > oaght to work equally upon it) but upon bis own 
wilful ohoici or yo judgement refuſeth ſome, 
er 


and aſcents to others. As to the ſecond: part of 


4 
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true Chriſtian Fab, ve believes duy thing a: « 
Revalation, which is as ſufficiently py led to 
hin to be Erronzous , as. the Articles by him ler 
heved, ate propomnded to be Revelations : thewery 
fame Authority which affirm! the one, denying the 
_ other:- Suppoſe, the {ame Authority  acknow« 
eddoch ſufficiently propound to a Calvert 
the Articles of Faith as revealed from God, and 
ar rhe ſame time aſſures: him, that his conceit 
of the Popes being the great Antiobrifwas never 
revealed from God, but is a tnanifeſt error in 
Faith: In this caſe our Calveniſt muſt: disbe- 
heve that propounding Authority, and thereby 
loſe his Faith in the former Articles by him 
believed, and have no ttue faith in-che- firſt; ot 
he muſt believe the fame Authority in the ſe» 
cond, becauſe iris the ſame Authority ĩn hoth: 
For that very Anthoricy which propounds tho 
Articles of Faith, as revealed of Cod, propounds 
the other as not revealed, and as Contrary to 
Gods Revelation. By all whick it ĩs moſt evi: 
dent, that if your Faith be bnilt upon a wrong 
Foundation, it is of no value, not doth ĩt give yon 
any certainty, nor is it indeed Fauh, but Hum 
and Opinion. nee 
Nay farther , If we ſhould ſay that all Con- 
gregations called Chtiſtians are parts af the Ca- 
tholick Church, ic would: follow chat no Congte- 
eation of Chriſtianfcouldbe-Herecicks, becauſe 
Hereticks muſt be obſljnate againſt the Doctrine 
of che Univerſal or Catholick Church; but if 
theſe be part of char Church, they cannot be ſaid 
to be obltinate "againſt the Doctrine of that 
Church, in regard themſelves are part of it, and 
it is impoſſible they ſhould be obſtinate 2 
F them 


— 


1 It) : L 
| themſelves or their own. Daft, boädestbe > 
teſlimonꝝ of the . , Concerning 
what is pretended to be revealed or wet revealed 
Þ God, muſt oblige all perſons, who are ſuffi- 
I ciencly informed of ir, to believe what it ſaich 
' - and:propoſeth;; and all are bound to Rand to 
z her Judgement: But if all Congr ns cal- 
led Chilliaps, or any two Churches di in 
their Teflimovies or Judgemenis ſhould by parts 
of the Catholick Church, their Teſtimonies ot 
Judgement could not oblige any one to believe 
what they both ſay, propoſe ot determine: Firft, 
becauſe one contradicts the other, and ĩt is im- 
poſſible to believe contradictĩons at one and the 
fame time: decondly, if Wuneſſes ar Authotity 
do not agree in their Evidence, and Teſtimonies 
'. andrhartheybe equal in Authority, no man is 
| obliged ta believe either but to ſuſpend bis 
, Judgement. Therefore the Catholick Church 
mult be and can be no other then Oe 4 Con- 
gregation agreeing in Oxe Faith. 
This Diſcourſe ſeemed to me ſo convin- 
. „that I could not but agree unto it; and 
| —— I told bim as a full aniwer to his fic 
queſtion; 4hat / embracei Chriſtianity, aud that. 
fort of Chriſtianity 10 wie ¶ adheared in oppe- 
ſition to all others; hecanſe the Scriptures 'mbuch . 
are. Gods Word,  tenght me fo to de, out that 1 
believed the Scriptnres to he Gods Wor d from he | 
mallibleceſti mon of God] Spirit bearing witneſs 
with my ſpirit, that they were Gods Words ; and | 
_ that I was fully — that this proceeded i 
From the fallible teſt imony.of Gods Spirit, from 
# certain kremledge ard Feehrg which I had of 


as _—_ wwhin my ſelf, and in ya one C 2 
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Jo all which it was mildly replyed, that 
upon the Grounds which I had laid, and where · 
on I founded my ſelf, it was im poſſible for me 
to be infallibly aſſured. that this teſtimony 
Which I mentioned was infallibly the teſtimony 
of the Spirit of God: For having granted the 
Proteſtant Principle, that I was nor infallible, 
that u man or number of men was or were infal- 
lible; this Spirit which I talked of, might ( for 
ought I knew) be the ſpicic of error. And 
for farther evincing thereof, I was defired to re- 
flect on theſe Scriptures , Jer. 17. 9. the heart 
of Man is deceitful above all things, who can 
kom it? Eccleſ. g. 1. No man knowath Love or 
Hatred by all that is before them, And to conſi- 
der the ſtrange deluſion, which bewirched' che 
Angel, or Biſhop of Laodicea, Revel. 3. 17. Be- 


cauſe thou ſayeſt I am Rich and cucreaſtd with 


goals; and have need of nothing, and kuoweſt not 
that thou art wretched, and miſerable, au poor; aud 
blind, and naked. How much was he deceived 
in his own judgement of his own Eſtate? In 
fine, what would you (ſaid he) anſwer. to an 
Arrian, or Jew , or Turk, ſhould they urge the 
like knowledge, and feeling, with the like con- 
fidence , to prove they were in the truth, and 
Chtiſtianity a deluſion? What you would reply 
to them , ſuppoſe as: ſaid unto your ſelf, and 
ſee if ir. will not ſatisfie. WG: A" 

In the mean time -( ſaid he) you" ſeem to 
imply, and ſo to grant that we ought to have 
an infallible certainty of what we believe with 


Divine Faith; this the Apoſtles had in the 
time of our bleſſed Saviours converſing with 


them upon earth, they had ſufficient to prevail 


ha, 
. 

* ” — "Bp 
with g 

« E 

5 5 

7 


* = 2 by me 
i; * r Wor RT þ ae” , * — * 
nne * 0 a f 
— £ 1 
{ 4 I . 
e 8 8 
|; 3 
; p 
7 . 
* . 


with their wills, to command their under- 
ſtandings into the belief of bis being God, con- 
ſequently infallible, and conſequently that what- 
ſoever he taught was to be afſented unto ag 
_ infallibly true, without being queſſioned by 

our little feeble limited Reaſons. And this 
was neceflary for the Church then, otherwiſe 
they could. not have been ſufficiently aſſured 
chat what Chriſt taught them was true, conſe- 
quently it would not have been a ſin in them 
to have doubred, This infallible aſſurance alfo 
the Chriſtians who lived in the Apoſilesrimes and 
after the Aſcenſion of our Lord, enjoyed; they 

had ſufficienc to enduce them to a belief, that 
the Holy Apoſtles were infallible Guides and 

Teachers; and that whatſoever they taught and 
commanded them, was as infallibly true, as if 


God had immediate ly ſpoken ro them the ſame 


things, and no more to be doubred , contra- 
dicted, or diſputed againſt by their reaſons 
(which doubtleſs were as good and firong as 
outs) then the immediate words, commands, 
or dietates of Almighty God ; otherwiſe rhoſe 
who refuſed to hear and obey them had been 
in no fault, and it would have been an un- 
ſvfferable Pride and preſumption in St. Paul to 
have required ſuch an abſolute ſubmiſſion to 
what he taught, as to oblige the Chriſtians of 
his time not to have believed an Angel from 
Heaven teaching contrary to what he targht 
them. Hence it is, that the remaining writings 
(for ſo much as we have of them) of the 
Bleſſed Apoſtles, are by all Chriſtians eſteemed, 
as the Words of God. And this was neceſſary 
in the Age after Chriſt for the Church of God, 
8 | | name- , 
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namely in the Apoſtles times, ti have a living 
infallible way of direction, in ſo muchas had we 
then lived, and had encountred with any doubis 
or difficulties; relating to Religion, and to the 
true meaning of what was either ſpoken or writ- 
ten by any Apoſtle, or by all the Apoſiles, we 
ſhould without all doubt have made our im- 
mediate recourſe to them, ſome or one of 
them, ſor the ſolving of ſuch doubts, and the 
explayning of ſuch difficulties; and ſhould 
have received and ſabmitred unto ſuch ſoluti- 
ons as made by God . himſelf, without ever 
ite: poſing our own reaſons or ſenfes in oppo- 
ſitiop. This we ſee was the courſe taken in 
the fifteenth of the Ads, when certain doubts 
were atiſen amongit ſome of the then Chriittans, - 
the Apoſtles meet in à Council they conſidered the 
things they determined with an It ſeemeth gos 
anto the Holy Ghoſt and to . Their Decrees 
and Canons were obeyed, and ſubmitted unto 
by the whole, and the Diſputes were at an 
end. But ſuppoſe ſome diſpute had ariſen 
touching the ſence and meaning even of ſome 
of thoſe Decrees, muſt not it have been in- 
terpreted by ſome judicial Authority? Doubt- 
leſs yes. And queſtionleſs the then Chriſtians 
would have appealed ot applyed to the ſame: Au- 
thority that made thoſe Canons and Decrees, 
for the interpretation of them, and would have 
ſubmitted to ſuch interpretations; otherwiſe | 
it would have been with the Primative Chri- 
ſtians then, as it is with you now, every own 
would have framed his own interpretation, choſe 
who had been Maſters of the greateſt Wit;Pow- 
er, or Intereſt, would have framed Parties or 
IS. | Churches 


* 
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Churches to themſelves; and in fine, the Sword of 
the Fleſh , and not the Spirit of God muſt have 
gien the Rule and Law to — they 
would have been ſo far flom any poſſibility of 

maintaining The Eaity of the Spirit in the hond o 


' Peace, from: being One body, that they would 


have divided inte as many parts (to ſpeak with- 
. -ovt grateing) as you now are, and have gone 
to Cuffs, and raiſed Wars for the — — 
Controverſies, as we have ſeen you do fir 
ou divided your ſelves from the Holy Catho- 
lick Church of Chrif. } | 
It is not hard for you to imagine into what 
confuſion theſe Diſcourſes: put my poor ſoul, 
to hear ſuch things, ſo great evidences of Rea- 
ſon, produced by a private Gemlemar of that 
party, whom Chad believed ſo ignorant. I had 


. oftemimes. in Diſput ations, both pubſickly and 


prixyately encountred, and (I though) worſted 


ſeveral; of the Engliſh Clargy in thoſe points 
wherein I differed from them. But I fonnd 
nothing now to ſay againſt theſe Principles, 


which I had yet hitherto ſuppoſed che moſt ri- 


duculous, that any people could imagine to 
ſer. up. Well, I could no longer conteſt, but re- 
; ſalyed to have recourſe-unto Almighty God 
* by Prayer for his Divine aſſiſtance, and to 


make ir my buſineſs according to the urmoſt 


. of my poor skill and underſtanding, to take a 
foll view of the Grand P. inciples of the Cubolick 
Faub), and of Chriftianity; and laying aſide 


; all piezudices;Pride-and Humour ; 1 reſolved by 


the. aſſiſtance of God to embrace and ſubmit 
voto whatſoever I ſhould underſtand to be moſt 
agreeable with his moſt holy Will and ge" : 

n Wich- 
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wichout taking any regard ta worldly intereſt, 


or the cenſures of men, which I had reaſon to 
believe would run high againſt me. And the 
better to enable me in his ſearch and examina- 
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tion I - borrowed from this Gentleman ſeve- 


The Books which I 


here intend are Ybe 


Dueſtion of Que. 


ens, the before men- 
tioned Novelty re- 
preſſed with Fat 
Lax, and that E- 
laborate Treatiſe 
called Infidelity un- 
| maſked, or a. Confu- 
tation of 4 Book 
2 


ral books and treatiſes: from whence 
I made ſeveral Collections, the 


heads of which I now recommend to 


your conſiderations, i hey being ſuch 
as bad (by che Gracious aſſiſtance 
of Almighty God) ſuch a prevailing 
power upon my he agg 0 
to convince me of the errors of the 
way, wherein I then was, and to 
bring me to the knowledge of the 
Divine Truths of the Catholick and 


Publiſhed by Mr, 
vi. chiincmotb. Chriſtian Faith. 4 
-I gathered f:om the true interptetation of 
that Text of Scripture, Heb. 11. 6. n ithaut Faith 
it it impoſſible to pleaſe God. And of that Mar. 16. 
16. He that believeth (hall not be damned. And 
of that other Epheſ. 4.5. There is but one Faith, 
aud one Baptiſme, one Lord Teſus, That the Faith 
which was to ſave me, and by the which I was to 


. pleaſe God, muſt certainly be the true Faith, 


which canndt be found in contrary Opinions, 
it being but Oe, and of contraties, Ove only 
can! be ttue. I alſo collected from that Text. 
2 Cor. 10. 5, Bringing into Captivity. ev 

thought, to the Obedieme of Chr Thar hs 
Faith or believing was to be ſeated in the 
underſtanding, that the underſtanding was to 
ſubmit, not diſpute. And that this Act To be. 


| Lieve, was a Command or Precept of Almighty” |. 
God, who will have his Will obeyed by all hies 


Subjects 


Subjects, and the not obeying of which is pu- 
niſnhed with eternal Damnation. Laſtly, I ſouad 
from — Text _ Uri Let ut my rigs 
pm of eur Faith without wavering , for he it 
Fa — hath promiſed.” That Faich, if trueiy 
Divine; muſt he ans fa//ible aſſent of our under- 
ſtanding. ſubmirting ic ſelf ebediently to believe 
the Revelations-of God. Fot otherwiſe: Faith 
and confequently all Religion, -may be nomore 
then fancy. or Opinion, and then no waies cer- 
tain, and if fo, then no Obligation. 
From whence I thought ir did yery naturally 
follow; firſt, that there muff be ſome means a- 
pointed by Gad. bywhich we may know this am true © 
Fab from all falſe Opinions, for to require us 
to believe upon pain of Damnation, and not to 
five us any means whereby we may know what 
o believe, were to require us to male Bricks 
wichout Straw, Secondly, that theſe meant muſt 
. beinfallible, for we cannot be brought to an in- 
ible aſcent by fallible and uncertain means, 
and God would not require us co aſcent to an 
Authority which may deceive us. Thirdly, that 
the underſtanding weſt ſul mit to theſe means under 
painof Damnation; for if the ing were 
at liberty to ſubmir, or not to ſubmit, to the 
means by which Faith is conveyed unto us, it 
would be no fault not to believe, conſequently 
| Godconld nat juſily damne us for not believing: 
& Belſider, whoſoever ſhall refuſe to be governed 
dy choſe means, and that Authority hi, God 
bath appointed to govern him, is a Rebel agaipſt 


del ? Bowrbly, thar un, men of me differ 


| . be ſaved; for they both 
n, khowing that they 7 boundco be one 
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poverned by thoſe means which God harh 
ted to convey faith unto them, and one 
of them flatly fefuimg ro ſubmit, this perſon 
who tefuſeth , muſt be guilty of diſobedience to 
Gods command, and conſequently- cannot be 
ſaved. Fifthly, that iran by ſuch rea- 
li diligence. ut very tollerable to humane 
fraihy, and very poſſible for them may come to the 
— theſe means; For otherwiſe God 
would have appointed means which would be 
unprofitable to the end, and the far greater num- 
ber of Souls for whom Chi iſt dyed, would not 
be ſufhciently provided for; by the ſweet Pro- 
vidence of God. By which that Propheſie 
would be ĩneffectual, Eſay. 3 5. Sy to them that 
ane tu fearful heart, le Fear ut, behold © 
Jour God will come and ſave'you, then rhe eyes of 
the blind ſpall be oyentd, and the ears of ibe deaf 
«ſtopper Nc. And owe bigh-way ſhall be there, 
anda way, audit ſhalt be called the Holy way, |}. 
the wayfaring men, though Fools ſhall not err 
there, © A DUO. 1 OS 
And thus far I mer wich nothing but what 
T:efteemed very agreeable with all ſorts of 
people ;- profeſſing themfelves Chtiſtians. Al 
that I ever met with ſeemed to grant that 
there muſt be a , and 4 —_ 
mean inted, there muſt be a governing 
er co * and decide all doubtes and reach 
us the ttue way to Heaven with certainty. But 
who this Rule or Fudge is, chat ĩs the difficulty, for 
hon once we have found it, I chink ali pere 
fons will agree that they ate obſiged <6 ubmit } 
vero ie, as to the Apoſiles if they were actually Þ- 
livipg, or ro Chriſt himſelf +: . yo? 


1 — ory — 5 
cs Rule this Judge which God had appointed 93 
the mean to direct me, and to which IW = 
ſubmit, ag ta chat Authority which Gd has 
inced to Rule and Govern me, to teach 

me what I was, and what I was not co beliave; 
I chould no mace ſcruple to believe h chat 
Authority ſhould reach me to be revealed hy 
Gad, — it -I heard - God himſelf {peaking 
— oe 
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And I wasno way diſt 
to ſearch, hen Ic 
in Antient times by the moueha of his 
before and after the Scriptures were wrieven 
and by the mouthes of his Apoſiles before, I= 
-afrer. the Ne · Taſtament was mitten; and 
thac the wing of what God directed 40 be 
mitten, did not leſſen the parec of Sad. but 
that he miglir flall tha mouthes ot bis 


rr 


direct hy che 
iP and Apoſtles, ſo-pothbly I mighe find 
, /God ſtill ſpeaking:by an | 
to not been 


I found al che Rules and means propdfed hy 


— 


party to amount to four inthe whole, Que 
i directing 


pirty would ſet a claim to che 5 
them, and — their (p1 


| Another 
rare ke 


— che fourth fo 
. 


nien 


'  Lithvto be eher: che Spiri or Never Reaſon, 


| Other then dee never beard. 
„ot $:abwaies eſteemed the Quakers 


f 
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and L reſolved coirank it under one of theſe con- 
ferarions,by a bame more known to che world, 


chem that which ch have given it. And there- 
Fore / rheſe I 'Teſolved moſt Tarefully . to exae 
ine. 2 n 1804 25 

At che het rondbing the Spirits bearing wit- 


was 


it ferret: mils oupſpiras, or in plainer. terms 
Private Spirit. L conſidered thar this could 
not! he che weaentaconvey:amd teach Faith unte 
«hs World, not t he ue, Guide, or Ivdge, which 
— tiar indeed the true — 
h pliamiſed: to his Apoſtles , and 

rhei Succeſſors zHecauſe:foſ;, che Spirit of Bali 
eat ptbceod unn Dur it is not a- 
_ Intdcable wich Reaſom, that the Wätid, c whom 
each to be comeyed . — — 
266 thii pretencdeu iriti co be 
wider aperbat papel then barely ihe —— 
che ptetknqers; ande ng nf a lenſe of 
- Swiptare;. a Lbadititm, and Authority cont imed 
amongſt all Chriſtian Churches, for One thouſand 
r hundred years Thereforerthis: is no ſuffici- 
zent Propoſal of tine Faith tonbe World. Se- 
S waliy, thoſe h qrecend this — 
here cad buy. chemſebver rovly;; and their oum 
y +: which. — have | che 
jr of Gods kor if we ask ſuch h perſon j why 
eves that the ſpirit which he | 
Te gde by; itde Spirit of God ; hei- tell 

He i wefily perſmaded hu ſo, and bath ie | 

— ft b. wot king's, wade him ts 
%; 1 be ſay to: ae * 
2 Wo geri 
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"be believed by you, for I m. cot wa 
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KY 
"obljped to er ges Tame ecdent Reaſonyot 
Sin 6beli ke hich be — 

Terimony to believe c 

Gf; t& be e Spirit of God; in regard that it 
de dhe Spirit of God, he is then. ifalible in his 
teacting; and both you, and all the World gre 
vbliged under pain of Damnation, to betieve 
"What he delivers as matter of Faith, to be true; 
he will give yon no other anſwer. : but this, 7d 


"fore it it the Spirit of Ged which diretts me, if 


de not jnulge ſo, it is becauſe you haus von the 


| Böer God Aud Tſhall ſt and in judgement againſt 


at the laſt day, becauſe yourefaſero —— 
Fr Tay 1 * Spirit of Ga, 


Honeſt man, "And Thelieve myſelf ;> Bos other 
Reaſon, or Evidence, or 7. , of 
he can give none: Was this that Method which 


| Cttrificook when he ſaid ? If I do not rb wer 
"buy Father believe wt me or my Words, "But if T 
, thovigh yebilipve not me; believe the works { 


John' ro. 37, 38. Thirdh, thispterention of u 


Private Spirit is expreſsly againit. 2 Pet. 1. 20. 


A fie of Scripture isef Private interpretati- 
on; +46; — of which is this, becauſe — no 
man (it not confirmed in Grace) who may not 
be an obſtinate Hererick ag inſt the true ſence ot 

te · in controverted Texts? But no man 

obſtinate ↄgainſt his own private per- 
1 ivaceSpirit; that is, againſt his on 
private im erpretation or the ſence which his 


on Private puts upon any Text. If you 
muy ic is i ible for any of youto be Herericks, 


are guided by the Spirit of God, 
ict infallible: I anſwer, That it will — 
B 3 o 


lownhue it is ipoſile for. ang eber to be.up | 


 Hereficlor-eobeobljoace- againſt your ſpitit or 


intetpretationa: The Reaſon is this, None cap 
be ſaid to be obll inte, who is without all means 
er paſſibility of being convinced, for if their he 
no means to convince one, who is in ah error, | 
hot tam he be ſaid to be obſiinate > No it | 
not poſſible for any who holds Doctrines or At- 
aicles of Faith contrary to you, whopretend to 
be guided by the Spirit, as afateſaid, to be con- 

vincad hy you of his error; For their is no way 
to convince ſuch anerring perſon, but by either 
clear of lawful Teitimony of Witneſſes 


or Ryrhotity: Reaſon you can pretend none, by 

ö — may prove your Spirit or Interpreta · 
tion to he of God, and for lawful Witneſſes or 
otiry you have none mote then your own 


Authotixy 
ſingle word and teſlimony in your own cauſe, 


Fourthly, there is no man in the world, Je or 
Turk, Pagan or Chriſtian, but may (if he will put 


on .c nce enough) affirm that he ixraughe = ö 


inwardly by God; many of all ſorts do this and 
yet teach contradictious ſome therefore mult be 
deceived,therefore this is not the Ruit. Norkath 
this any effect among thoſe who pretend it; fot 
by this none of them̃ ever as yer teconciled any 
. differences, but each pretender gros perverſe 
and obſtinate, and ſeperares fromall who pret 

to have the ſpirit as well as himſelf, and ſo.cud- 
leſs Herefies, and Schiſmes ariſe without any poſs 
ſibility to allay them, or for either the.Learned, 
or the Ignorant to judge which of theſe dali re- 
tendert hath a trum ſpirit: In the mean time it 
will not (poſſibly) be ha;d for a ſober manto find 
chat they are all of them * 
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| 5 and ho could no more ſatisfie another thac 


well the Rule which Se;'/ohs gives for dis. 
ſce the Spirit of Trath from the ſpirit of er · 
rer 1 Joh. 4. 6. + are of God; he that knoweth 
God heareth us , be that in not of God hearth nor 
4 Hereby know we the Spirit of Trath fromthe 


| 75 of Error. As if he ſhould have ſaid, Chriſt 


placed Apoſiles, and Teachers, and Dogors, 


0 govern and-reach his Church, we are cho(s, 
aud therefore of Cod; therefore hoe vet᷑ pre- 
tends to know the Will of God, muſt hear and 


obey and ſabmit unto us, or icis cvident hat he 
ſaich, is but a pretence, and he doth not indeed 
know God, nor is he of Gad; foi if he did know 
God, ot were of God, he would certainly heac 
us. Here 2 is your Rule 2 true 
from falſe ſpirits: The Spirit of Thuth is al waies 
— with, that —— which God harh 


placed in the World, to teach Truth to the 


World; and bring them to the Faith ; and all 


| 1 that are aRuated and lead by this ſpirit, are taught 


by it to ſubmit to th Authority, and to hear 
thoſe whom God hath ſent and doth ſend by thi 
Autboruy, ſince Faith only comes by hearing thoſe 
who ate truly ſant; bur the ſpirit of error is ſpe 
rit of Pride, which refuſerh co ſnbmit to that 
Authority which God hath ſet up, and heaping to 


| themſelves Teachers , havin wching cars, turn 


amaytheir ears from the Truth, 1 Tim. 4. v. 3.4. 


By this I ſaw, that although the Ru/e and the 


Iadge, which I looked for, muſt have the a- 
ſiſtance and influence of the Holy Ghoſt, the Spi. 


ru ef Tru, yet it could not be every private 


man or woman ho laid claim to ſuch influences, 


B 4 they 
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| ate guided by iric of Truth, then ma · 
— — caſt into Bedlam: for affirming them- 
ſelves to be God, can evince themſelves to be ſo, 
and whoſe affirmations ( for ought I know) are 
as C ing as the other. In this therefore I 
was ſatisfied,and the rather, becauſe if we ſhould 
once admit of this Rule, we muſt neceſſarily al- 
low as lawful and juſtifiable, all the abomina- 
tions, treaſons and miſchiefs, which: have at a- 
ny time been committed, by any the moſt wilde 


- 


\Emthufiafts , that have ever lived in the world. 


Did not labs of Leyden and our late Iams Nay- 
ler pretend tobe guided by the Spirit, whenthey 
utteted theit blaſphemies not to be named > 
Did not thoſe miſcreants , who were 
Julily executed for the horrid murther of our late 
:Gracions Soveraign, pretend the guidance of the 
Spiri in their pretended ſecking ot God, in that 
hat bharous action? Do vot every Sv arnongſt 
vou pretend to follow the directions of che Spi- 
rit even in thoſe Principles wherein you oppoſe 

each other? Nay, did not Mahowet pretend to 
be taught by the Spirit of God, and give greater 
ſeeming evidences for his pretended iuminati- 
ons. then any of you have been able todo, there- 
by deceiving ſo great a part of mankind >. What 
can you ſay for your ſelves any of you, which 
theſe Emthuſiaſts, who have gone before you, did 
not alledge to maintain their Errors? - Bur 
the Fale and Indge which God hath appointed, 
is to be a Rule and Zudge to all the world; and ca- 
pable of being known and heard by all, and can- 


not conttadict ic ſelf, nor muſt it be contradicted , 


by any, under pain of Damnation, becauſe it is 
Iifallible: it is ſuch a Rule and Judge as hath had, 
| r 


— ee r 
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755 Thirdly, if Rraſen wereto be this Rae and Tadge, 


only br ae exp} © 
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t without 

== ended: Rite, 
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= * action qo may ee f. Fr 
now by erperience, t te ſe 
pretend to feveral concradictoty deſigns, vpon 
un i apr glirections of this prerended 
Spirit the ſtrongeſt Party and Sword 
— it ſelf, and upon the Vote will prove ĩt ſelf 
the beſt and moſt convincing Spirit; and I be- 
lieve will force the weakgr ſpirits to lubmit, oc 
cry ; for yon hare no other teſt by which co 
try your contradicting e „even in un tn 
greateſt mutans _ and acceſs; I ; 
you _ is m me what ir 
is. 


* 2 The next 4 which Iiconfidered Was Rea- 
ſon ot the naztiral Reaſon he ble man; which 
this 


I found covid not poſſibl vleand-J 
that I ſought for, yn > it was to 1775 
4 Subject and Waſſal e nes Kale and Ing 
therefore ir could not be it. it was Ms 
lible, and ſtrangly apt to miſtake, which is againſt 
the Nature of this Ru/e and [nilgetobe; For if 


God ſhoold oblige us upon painof damniarion 


to ſubmit untoʒ and to be governed and fuled by 
an Aut bority that might deceive us, and might 
teach us that for a which is not, we lhould 


be bound to believe that ſor true which ĩs not ſo, 


and yet be damned for not believing the Tturh. 
then 


/ 
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c all; for Reaſen excludeth Faith, and there is 
ce a man living but his reaſon differs from a- 


our Souls, out provete Reaſon perſwades us to pre- 
fer the Authority of-ſuch as arg wiſer then our 
ſelves before our own judgements;which is moſt 
true; Bur I chen, | infer that Ra Catbolicks 
ate the moſt rational people in the world, and 
conſequently have the beſt Religion as acting 
 moſiconformably to Roaſem; for they rely upon 
the Authority of Goneral Coune: in, conſiſting of 
the ableſt and moſt Learned men of all Nations, 
which is the gtesteſt. Authority to be found ob 
„ earth, eſpecially if they have the aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt , as it appears they have both hy 
DE — 
bly be the truth, and — trug Faith ta one man 
this year, which ſeven yeats hense would be an 
error, and a falſe faith, to the ſame perſon; ſot 
in ſach a compaſs ar time a nn 
uc 


5 


* | they are produced for, that they prove 


22 the Sener, 
an Opiaies that you have 
even thoſe 3 are ſo fat e 


me that they teſtify 7 of me;;ſo that I ſhall be no 


waĩes prejudiced if I hould ; joyn iſſue wich you, 
and try my cauſe by your own Rele.. 3 
this ſence, they are ſo far from pri 4 Br 

ve diretly 
the contrary ; they are ſofar ſtom being a com- 
mand to alto read, or ſearch, or make . 


the 


| Shire Sele, e were in 
the te ſepa Mood (which can never be pro- 
wed ny becauſe” they connor be profira- 
ith in thoſewho cannot — *. 
2 gteatet part of mankind. '7hirdly, 
ne the ferice of rheſe 1 — 
they would then have excluded Chtift eſus him 
ſelf, and afrer him his" from being che 
r fe me: ns by 3 true Faith was to be 
t to the World, and who were doubtlefs 
hr time the infaHfible J forthe decid- 

alt Conrroveriies, and the'derermining 
— Faith, from falſe Opinions, and to whoſe 
W all upon, pain of Damnation were to 
| 

The ſecond Reafon urged for fols Scripture 
was, 2 Tim. 3. v. 1 5. 16. "From « child theu haſt 
wthe Holy Scripturet, which are able tomake 

8 wiſe unte Sal arieh through Faith which is in 
| Chrig ff. Jeſus. All Scripture is given by Inſpirats- 
' God, audi fable for Doctrine, Fer Re 

| 233 Fer Iuſtract ian in R-. — 

ar 83 Godmaybeperfett, r 

iy forniſhed to all yood works. But I found dh chat 
neither would this Text ( ſo much and indeed ſo 

| 9 reply upon] ſerve as a proof for what it 
retended, namely to. prove that the Scri⸗ 
td, To ant way, hel br — 
overni er 3 to , 
250 to Hecht all Gods „aud to teach us the 
true Fight fell, and the true way to Heaven with 
U The ebe this Text would not 
prove 


prove this were \ — Firſt, that wi is 
ſpoken chere of Script vres is, char 

ble tg or by Faith h Chi leſas remake 
wiſe, — — —— — 


Gcient —— — 


0 erpre 2 
ſhould ceackebim,” ind ks form bee 
that Authotity which God. had 
Guide, Rule; Teach aud Govern him — 
whom God had appointed him toſubmit, —_ 
.exerearply-profitable' and able te 
unto ſaluntiiy. v But to one ho hat 
and who did. not already — 


— thoſe — the e mein were 
— A wh, 
.v 


evcnete, or A1 the Scripeures that yere when | 
1.4 this 


Bot none of „ 


5 wer fer chi, Opinion o 
ET EE 


more places |; 
Indeed I "7 withape 
— ah 2 42.1 — 


ic — l not 
things 


pb 
8 there was. — G 
ummretten, Which St. Faul calls alſo Tr 
which choſe Chriſtians and all Chriſtiausa were tu 
hel and to Sand faft e 
Written ud: if we fallom the reachinge_of 
St. Paul, and ihe Ford of God writes by St. Pauly 
nor: did it appear to me by any Tes, that the, 
ſele:Scripturs or Soripture alone, could teach ane 
to pnderfiandir ſelf: I was. cominced that dhe 
words. and Janes contained in the 
were not alone the 8 God —— . — 
inci t of or 
7 . — Gui ; 
r | 
thek. Noche queſtion is, hecher the S 
tan which every one may ke for bis mony:: 
| that 55; the Words and Lortexs printed, or u- | 


unto the world, and teach nsall „ | 


we lar, 


lar;whe we ate t 


he och che Favour of God as 
us, well, coddchis Grüar; Wr, Religi- 
n Perſon underſtand the ſence of Scripture? 
were the word. written ſufficient ane to teach 
bir che; wearing of the Scriptare 7 St. Philiy 
asks him the queſtion, which he anſtrers in chi 
words; > How can I; except ſome moan ſhonld guide 
ls vot chis all one; as toſay, the Script 
| alont in ſuſfoiont to guide us , but we muß be 
_ 1anght:by ome man or wen, ſome __ guide 7 
ſothe 2 Pet. 3. 16. The wilearned aud unſtable 
wreſt the Scrimurerto their own deſtyattion.; con- 
ſequently,-ir is neceſſary that they ſhould have 
ſotne mu or men; fome living guide to teath 
them, tharrhey may avoid and eſcape deſttucti - 
on; conſequentiy Scripturs alone is nit ſaſſci-· 
ens: 3543 2: 257 was thinly ? 5 e , 


And nom that I clearly found that no Argu- 
mem which were urged for the ſole ſufficiency. 
ofs re, and to prove that the Scriptute a- 
love is chis ĩnfalllible judge, or rule or means ap- 
pointed by God as aforeſaid, did prove the Scti- 
ptutes to he ſo, or ſatisſie the point for which 
they wele produced. I teſolved to ſec Wr 
could be ſaid againſt this com n general Opinis:: 


* 


Tr Ges y 4 $ +> is 


3 
2 
— 


who oppoltthe Church of Rene, 
ir Ne Cor 16 86 be chis ful: aud | 
We reiſod that T nnd was, char eek 
re 0 anſwer chis end fort 

7 dt to colt pol Sctibenits, 
men diſagree | ſr matters of fairh, - 
theſe Scriptures. 7 


= R > * 5 
3 oF 7 5 
- 
7 * 
14 $ 
: , 
+ + = * —2 7 * 
4 


fol lowe 
divif iohs 8 i 
| . Calvin ty 


* viſas 0 gh in chis poor Kingdom 
Krenek choſe No call themſelves eise 
Are there not beſides 2 * Church of E gh, 
- which" T pyktend not t 5 zt of 2 elta- *: 
; 714985, dependents, 1 
Ws F ifth- Monave, 7 5 Quakers, 8c. — oh 
ing Doctrines contrary to each other > Do not all 
e woft of theſe pretend the Scriptare alone to be 4 
the Rule and Lg an} U6 6) chis Rule or a 
Judge anſwer che end for which they pretend ir ; | 
was delivered to the World? I remetnber it is 
excellently well inferred hy the Leatned Author 
of the Book Incituled Fiat 13 That it is im- 
poſſible fot any one of 1 (which! 
muſt now crave leave to call Ses] with reaſon to 
cenſure ot condem any of the others, although 
never ſo different from themſelves even in points 
I. by them eſtzem:d fundamentals; ſince _ of 
| C them 


to 1 85 7 92 
1 of} 


c 51 N it 
i te their beſt 


EEE Ez ; 1 5 
us c eſngs mn e le us 
2 of 0 2555 


2 and 8 to. þ is 5 
5 will . 8 an Thea 


clearly , ĩt would. io 
Holy. Sctiprures.w 
Privare reaſons, Anne ptĩ vate 22 ug 5 


vpon thoſe Scriptures, which were quitt 
if they wonld once give themſelves ys ier 


. har jt.is yoc the 


divine. things, (which are as fat above che reach 
of reaſon as Heaven is above the Earth 


periĩenc e. 


e, 


4 an- 


. —4 


W are their on 


ä 
LETTER. , 
ms OA aw acc i. _ 


| ro ſee how caſy it is for their reaſons to erte in 


che ſame reaſon dath miſtake ſo much 1 Elana | 
affairs, as we ſee ir to do, i in our every dayes en- 


The ſecend reaſon was that the Letter of gcii · 


2 7 , 
hater x a > 
n 


— 


a w HH HB mm aA nw ww de oo Www = 
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n 
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4} 


; * God, do, 8 


— = en 
fer. ſo n Expplitions — eds 
. from-hence dilfecing ſences will be raiſed, and 
- from thencedifferenr faichs. For — 111 
were #6 diſpute againſt an I. rrain, and to prove 
2 her ms _ Soy of the ſavor 
RO — ac deen 1990. 


| — + day % cor 
cludes That tds Ove or eo Our the 2 | 


| — — to he intended One in Affection, 
fot, (ſaich he) it cn never be undat 
Ez that oh be Ove i fab ta N his Dir 

in 
2 — 
Mes me interpreta 

do, to che — Lurge he would 8 
ES generally do æhat he hach a Worrhy 
ils and * as chey a/ 


; he doth not think them 
— RO me, "end 


|. cherefore where he finds rem. Gif agreeing wich 
Sx Word of God, he muſt eas tbem 
all. 

The third Reaſon which I ele Kuchen 


| was; that thoſe who are thus far for the ſole Srri- 


fare, do not ſay that Ove ot aby perticular 
number of che Books-of Scriptures : but Athy. 


 werks of Scriptart, Which were written by _— | 
up 


* $ "XS — f 


offs Rule and 105 to be a complest Rule s | 


/+Fcencluded tberefbre, if any of 
e eee chis! pleis bot perfect; 


believe; cohſe ei 
which is oer his "Now hiv wany of theſe 
beds are loft; 1: found clear fföm the thoſe - 
biet cernain: there is mentioned dum. 2 14. 

he Bc of e of the Ford; This is fol 
> Tad 


of Solamon 7 Kings 4. 3. 2. That "he | | 


18 three” and 3 nd bm Songs were 


2 7] conceive ſome of theſe | 


won 2 — nil be obſervedto be NH 
. he e — 

at Hab, 
pra Viſion} sf fad.. Theſe are toft; ar alf 
3 1 hor. 29.19. The-book of Sammel, 


— 


D Allo are the Books of that 

Matz 3.23 Whg fotetaid chat Gui | 

- Ealledn Nazarene, We ſhall ind by i 
That che 


519, 


le to the CormMinns Was vot ttuly his 


fee to em, fot there he ſaid; I vote to 5 is 
an EpiſHe net to company wich Fornicatovi; Where- | 
fore 1 he had then written an Epilile to thom, 


this was not his firſt to them. St. Paal Whore | 
an Epiſtle from Laadicea which he mentions thus, 

Col. 4. 16. Read the Epiſtle . Laadiraa wl 
ſeems there was: re 

_ rerial, yet we do nor ſind Icker Epiſtle" . ae _ 
eaten I Iehinkflir our very nawrally, -: 


F Nahas; the Book ef Gad. It is clear 

af. 27% That parrof fete; is loſtaſor 
rhet-Evangelitt gites à Text of feremy not ce be 
bobnd in any of Teremier bode which me bave 1 


3 FF 
which our regale StiiPaunt's -Þ: 


it which-was'ma+ | 


4 1 


We CES? 


ple t only way. 
means to conyey Divine and infallible Faith co 
I «4 or a Ju whoſe Sentence all are ſubmit 
I dapain of Dathnation, which cannot be certain: 
| 4 anderv/y.tngerfiond by al; Bur che Scriptares 
| *cannotbecertan/yunderfiond by all. — 
date very ſubjeces be deſpararely miſundęt 5 
it you believe the ſecond: Epiſile of St. Peter, 
1 < ne muſt for it is Gods Word) 
2 Pet. 3. 16. where. ſpeakiog of all St. Pauls E- 
piles in general, he ſaith, Ia which are ſome 
tige hard te be underſtood, which they that are 
und turned and umſt able, wreſt as they do alſo the o- 
ther Scriptures unto their own deſtruct ion. It ĩs in 
vain to ſay, that the Scriptures are eaſie in Fanda- 
mentalt, and in what concerns our Salvation, fat 
we have here a teſtimony that they ate hard, and 
wyreſted by the anlearned and unſtable to theit de- 
- Pruftion, that it is their Damnation: Now if 
they were only hard in alk things not apper- 
tiainiyg to Salvation, the wreſting oi ſuch thi 
could not bring men to Deſtruſt ian. It followes 
chat they cannot be a ſafe and infallible ſecure, 
" Rule, nor indeed any Rule at all to the ignorant 
who are ĩnſinitely the greater parc of thoſe for. 
whom Chriſt dyed. "2:50 ert 
The ffth Reaſon is this, if the Scriptures that 
is the wrirtings of the Prophets, Evang eliſts and 
Apoſtles, &c. be chis Rule and Judge, it can only 
be meant of their true Authentical and Original 
w titings, not of corrupted coppies: Therefore if 
we have not cheir trus Originalt, our Rule is im- 
petſect; Obſerve what che moſt Learned Pro- 
tdeſtant Chamier ſaith in this perticular of Scri- 
u a 82 pture 


mw by 
judgenent, 


other, unto 
our ſelves 


„ee only ſo far certain 4 
fe Conte rt, I mean as far as they expreſs that 
ſenoe which is certainly manifeſ (and how thall 
that appear) to be the ſence of the Hebrew an 
Greer word (he mult intend here the true Origi- 
nals) bu if they vary and ſwerve never ſo title 


from hence (i. e. from the true Originals) be 


ſeuce which they grve or expreſs, we judge neither 
to be Divine nor — vor Canonical, but 
merely humane, Cham. Panſtr. Tom. 1. I. T. 2. 
c. 28. 5. So then we muſt have the trace Originals, 
or we have no perfect Rule of the Scriptures, and 
therefore I would gladly fee and ſpeak with that 
man, who can aſſure me infallibly, that the He- 
brew and Greek Scriptures which we have, are 
theſe Originals; Nay who will adventure to 
make Oath, that theſe which we have doagree 
with the true Originals 3 And yet If we could be 
fecure of this, I doubt jr will be hard to ſinde any 
perſon who doth ſo zwfallibly underſtand t 
 Sraals, as to give us a true Tranſlation, on Which 
we may with as much iafallible aſurauc rely, as 


vpon Cod incerprering : And yet if this can- 
not be had we muſt confeſs that we ate not cer--—- 
rain whether we haye this Rule pare or not. 


Sure 


| that We know not in 

Languageit was written or wherher;he who 
_ ttanflared it into Greek were in honeft man or 
not; we all agree that out Eagliſt Tranſlators 


Y 150 ate fo far from hing 


were fullible men, they might be miftaken, and 


have miſtaken in multitudes of places; them- 


ſolves ſay they were careful to get the beſt Co- 


| 4 of the Hebrew and Greek they could bude, 
t were not if alibly certain that thoſe they 


1 had were true. Have we then in theſe a ſuffici- 


ent certainty to venture our Sovlg upon ſuppoſi 
God to have appointed th De as Ca fob 
Rule; Guide, and Tedge > | think no man who 
hath any modeſty, or any conſideration of | his 
Souls good, will ſay that we'have': But ſure F 
am; ver ſhall dare to ſay it, will never be 2. 
ble to prove it infalibly, Give me leave to Ex- 


poſtulate rhug with you , who are for Sole Seri- 


L pre. What Scriptures would ye haye me ſyb- 


mit unto, who ant a meer Engli Fines? It you 


ſay the Originals, neither von nor I know where 


do ſind them: If you ſay to ſuch Coprer as yo 


be; Isk by whar Authority do fyou require 
this 7 ſince they are but Copier of Copies, . which 

you cannot certainly tell me that they are not 

; Corrupted, ſince che moſt Learned doafficm that 

. there variety of theſe Cop m ſome of 

| 2 Vet are omitte d which are fotind 

: aid that chere ate at leaſt fixreen ya- 
s Gteek 


nd Ve Jas 
Divi- 
num 


Copies of the Ner- Teſtament. If Pre- 
mu ts your 1 Tra- byrery, 
of chem > for 


p.69. 70 


(49) 


{ gh 7th. Chapter of 1 Devel of the Geneve 
are, direBly contiary. to the he ſame, Verſes in the 


See Aalener 


Advertiſement 


the Reader in 


the end of his 


Anotations up- 
on Dente. tou- 
ching object 
gainſt che Heb. 
Text, 


wp 


= lad 


Tranſlation put 2 Leys command: 


+ of King James. 
rhe County of Lande, in Lone: 
his time, in their grievances, ivered- 


58 his Majeſty Pag. 18. 13. 14. do 
y. chat he Engliſh, — og vr of the 
3 away from the 


: to the Text, to the changing and gow 


the very ſence aud meaning of, the 
. Ghoſt. a lat e great wed, M, 


©" Broughton i in bis Advertiſements of Cor- 
ns, afficys to che then Biſhops of England, 
their pnblick, Tranſl ations of Scripture inte 

i ſuch, as that it perverts the Text of the 


O. eftament „in 848 places, aud that it canſeth 
million; of million to rejeſt the Mem- 7. eſt ament, 
and to run int Eternal Flame. And Dr. daniel 
Feately, in his Treatiſe Entituled Te ;ppers 
Depped, hath theſe words pag. 1. NS Trauſl ation 

iu [imply Aut hentical, or the wndoubted word af God. 
Inthe. — Ward of God there fan be wo error, 


1 in Tranſlations there are. and may be errors. | 


e Bibles Tranſlated therefore, it not the nndoubt- 


ted wo 
(b) As the. Or 


Geld but ſo far only, a it agreath with 


ral. (b) 1 ptay conſider how you will an- 


touch- TE when chus. Freſſed 7 and qt you will be 


ing the 


Tran- Would have me rely upon, and nit urto is the 
Alations undoubred Word of God ou pd yacorrupted ? 
and the Who. AYE £ chaſe. 1 05 tions Ne : 
Hebrew you-haye, 0 opies. or Ir 
and 7 l F a 
Greek 1 to be a 0 5 1 0 
ieby they eps be . fav 


Copies whe 
which 


"SS * 
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liſh able to ſatisfie me with ins. that what you 


— ww 2@_ RN 


* [ 2 * K . * * * 3 . 
e 8 3 
MA 1 » 
0 * * 
a 4 ” 


| them, or Damned .for- nor believing ibem ? are now, © 
And by what Rule ſhall Fore gertainty ſatisſie — 4 
- my ſelf what Books thoſe are which are the Word amongſt | 


of God >, far. if, that be. not known{ I ſee not " Sg 

t that it. is as poſſible fot me to have other . 

ooks impaſed upon me, .thep what I haye yet win his 
heard of or at leaſt ſeen, as part of this Word of Treatiſe 
God as well as. former Chtiſtiaus, ſame Ages af- upon 
ter the Apoſilestimes had the Epifile to the He- Bre. 
brews ; thoſe of St. James, St. Juda, the latter of iry of 
St. Peter, the ſecond and third of. St. Inba, with Ser. 
the Apocalips, or Revelation impoſed upon them pence - + 
by Councils, where the Pope was chief > And, aſſerted. 
fince Divine and. Vifallible Faith neceſſarily re- — 
quites an Iafullible Ground; who ſhall rightiy une 
and infalliblx interpret theſe Scriptures which we pag. xg, 
have, and give us with certainty the true and in- &c. 
fallible meaning of them, & of every thing there- 
in. contained, ſo as we may ſafely build qgr Faith 
thereon, without danger ot erring, and of being 
Damned for miſunderſtanding them > Laſtly, 
ſince the ordinary and beſi means pretended by 
t hoſe who are for ſole Scripture, for expounding of 
theſe Scꝛiptures, are ſeatching of Original Co- 
pies, conference of Places, parity of Reaſon, a- 
nalogy of Faith, and the like ; all which are du- 
bious, uncertain and very falibls: how ſhall I be 
able if alibly to expound theſe Scriptures ſince he 
that is wiſeſt, will in all probability be far enough 


ftom giving ſufficient . ground of confidence 


whereon to depend if allibl, & ground our Eaich 
with certainty, and find a the Truth without 
erting, amongſt ſo many Figures neren me 


- Piieties of Speech, Myſteries, and difficulties as 


1 


ate to be found in Scriptures? Theſe things 2 
95 t 


EEE TY) 
fieto be clearly on, and that wich certainty too 
before a man ſubmit in ſo high a meaſure as you 
| require. fs ee eee 
ee, Rn met we was: whatſoever 
is 4 ſole ext Rule muſt be plain, and vicar; 
( 12175 


- In all geceffary points ( at leaf) which relate | 


umto Fab, ot che means by which Sal vation is 
to be had, which. the Scripture is not; and above 
all things it muſt not conttadict it ſelf, which 


the Scripture ſeems to do; to prove theſe I ſhall 


ä 55 ſome few Inſtances, which I think can never 
That they are not plain and clear as is 


x” AY Chriſtians generally (except ſome 
few) do agree that the Secrewents of the 


Goſpel are neceſſary in ordet to Salvation; now. 


2s to theſe, the Scriptures are fo far from being 
clear, that they do nor ſo much as determine 
what a Sacrament- is, hom many Chriſt or- 
dained, or whether there be any Sacraments or 
21. Ir is neceſlary to Salvation to believe «// 


the Books of the 8 to be the 


'YVord of God, and to believe nothing written, 
to be the VVord of God, which is Apocryphal. 
But by the Scripture it cannot bs made out 
. plainly and clearly which Books are the 


Viord of God, and which are Apecri- 


phal. | 

3. It is necefſary to believe the Scriptures to be 
the d of God; bur there is no Text or Texts ot 

| Sctipture 
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(4) 
Sctipturs to prove char the Sciiptures which ms 
have, are Gads'Y.Vard, . 

4. It is neceſſary o een hee the Scripeures 
are not corruptted. for if they — they 
ceaſe to ba the VVotd of God, and chen they 


cannot be any Rule or ſure guide unte us, 
But of this we can have no urance in Scri- 
pture. 


5. It is neceſſary in order to the knowing the 
true mind, mcaving and VVill of God, and what 
he intended by ſuch à Teat, that we know 
wvhena Text: is to be undet ſlood literally when 
figuratively, when miſtically; but this cannot 
be underſtood from ſole Scripture, as daily ex- 
perience informs us. 

6. It is neceſſary to know, that the very Co- 
pres and Tranſlations of the Scriptures which we 
have, and upon which we ground our ſelves, are 
certainly trus; for if they are not, we build up- 
n and conſequently have uo fins 
foundation for our Faith; yet we cannot be aſ- 
ſured, nor have ſo much as ann to 
this perticular from the Scriptures. | 

7; It N veceſſary that the many maviſeſ} con» 
troverſies about the true ſence of Scriptuie ſhould 
de decided, betauſe where two contrary ſences 
are impoſed or „and both — to be 
the meaning of ad. and his Revelation, one 
only can be true, and he who refuſerh to be- 
lieve that which is true, ſhall be damned; yet 
theſe controverſies cannot be decided by Scri- 

ure. 

* 8. It is neceſſary to know what is purely and 

abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation to be believed, 

and Long not, that is as you ſay, what is finds | 
ment 


WAY 


rental and what „ 2nd to be in 5 
farmed of this plainly, leſt e err and there 
. dy be dainned/, bur A e e 


ſilent. 

9. It isnecefſary robefiere that Gedthe Father 
is not” begotten; 'that God the Son is net made, but 

rotten, by bis Faber —4 ; That Godthe Holy 
Ghoſt i⸗ "neither made, nor 3 „but doth po- 
ceed ; aud that from the Fut the Som; That 
Chritt is of one ſubſtance with the Father. and chat 
theſe Three are Oue, and that One Three: I re- 
fer to conſideration whether all theſe: points be 
plainly-and clearly to be found in Sctipture, if 
they were it had been almoſt impoſſibſe, for ſo 
many diviſions to have hapned about them, as 
have done amongſt perſons on all ſides, * 
hl. the Scriptures to be the VWVord of 


10. Ie is neceſſary (the Church of England 5 
faich) that Infants ſhogld be 2 that M 


5 receive the Holy Sacrament of the rift, 
chat Chriſtians ſhould obſerve the Lordi day, yet 
none of theſe — cleatly or cicularly 
proved by Scri 


11. It is a = and as the generality of Chti- 
ins agree) an Hereſy to Re-baphiſe any one who 
hath been Baytiſed by an Heretick where doth 
the Scripture ſay ſo? | 
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That thete. are in the Scriptures; ſeveral 
places which to common Reaſon ſeem 
ContradiQions, and conſequently ſome 

art of Scriptures fem untrue, is eaſi- 
ly proved; and J fall here give.you 
ſome few plain Inſtances for Example, 

2 many more might be ad- 

ed. ac hind 255 


* 
* 
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. IN he 2 King: C:8.''0.26. Yourtadrhue, 
Inu tmenyytarr ot was Abatia' when 
be began to Reign', and he reigned one pcli in Tern> 
ſalem, and bis Mathers name was Achaliah the 
Daxghrey-of Omri. But 2 Chron; e. 21. v. 2. 
Von will read thus, Forty and two years d was 
Ahazia ben he beg avi to Reigu, and he yeigned one 
year in Iemſalem, bis Mothers name was Athaliah , 
the Dunger ef Omti. Now againſt the infalli- 
- .biliry df Scriptore, Neaſan conceiveih her᷑ ſelf to 
have this infallible demonſttat ion, via no one 
who ſpeaketh trio things, the one contrary to the 
other, can be ſaid to be le in ſpeaking ; but 
to affirm of the ſame perſon that he began to 
. Reign'when he was tus aud menty years old, and 
that he twa- and forty 12 avs” old whes be began 
to Reigs; is to ſpeak two things the one con- 
:rrary to the other;therefore ſaith Reaſon the Scri- 
pture is not if ullible in ſpeaking, 07! - 

2. In St. Matten Goſpel, Chap. 1. v. 17. 
you read thus, Althe giney ations from Abraham 
to David it fourteen generations, and frim David 
till the carrying away ino Babylon are fourteen 
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. Ib St. Wag ehe eins 4; 8. Fa ma 
mali read thus, Salab, nas the Son of Cainan which 
(Cainan) was the Son of Arphaxad, and if you ' 
read Gen. c. i 1. 1 2. you ſhall not find that C na: 
wasthe Som of Arphaxed as St. Tue faith but 
then be lived five and thirty years and be- 
g Falah. Now according to 95 t. Luke this 
Salah was the ſon of Cainan not of x4l. 
If ic. be anſwered that S alab was Arphazads ſon 
becauſe Arpbexed was bis Grand · father: I pray 
obſerve. that Arpbarad ĩs ſaid to have ere 
him, and that when be was fue and thirty year- 
eld,; Ant if you remark chat Chapter in Geneſis, 
no one is ſaid to have had a ſol before he was 
thirey years old: Bar che greateſt difficulty will 
be here, It is ſaid Amara lived —— 
r If then Ambarad was 
. Grandfather to Salab, becauſe he begar Caines, 

whey he was five avd thirty years old ( ĩurrhich 

year of his 45 he begat Caleb) then Sab his 
Grand. child & Canas his ſon mult be both born 
in the ſame year, aich ſaich Reaſon is ĩenpoſſible. 
Now iſ Seriptute can detertnine all cobttover- 
Ges, I hape you will ſuew me howto: ſolve 
cheſs difficulcies,by the Sor;ptare; which how to 
do I profeſs moſi ſeriouſly I — not — 
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9 5 e afterall 
hy 7 9 oro Fe, 7 75 ſo ſoon as 


bay made an end of. Writing, "which I. 
N will day Mach. leſs, prove : 


in the zimes of the Apoliles, if a controver- 
Ge had 2 be ami ſence of any Teac, 


— Ireſs ſhoul, pans Deen HE ler cer 
nal 5 | . Which. 
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on ED be hath vx 
he 7 bliged 4 che, A 
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. WK al ll any of you ab eral to af- 
fum this ? yet if aral conſequently, c will 
be hard to void t. 52 
e 


den judging 5 ij on £7 

- r, - bel, Meg [ bymy.0 
| 5 pture not Cork bue "he 
p45 man. Conſider the con- 
chis, and fee if they aue bot as dan- 


ERS; dp on ret 
om e ure et im - 
oy to Rebel in and his laWiul 
E Gerbe? Did pot Luther - 
8 1755 8 Sundays 

071647) , a- 
beigen Tore Country? 
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Bci, 0 2 old 6239 . tlio 
and. Hlhig ences, "and Juhu of Lepdin with his A- 
nab b in Munk er, all of them pretend War- 
rants 2 Scriptare, to ſebel again t their ſeveral, 
Lords ani Princes? Did not Here in Exglaud out 
Miaictzrs of th: Presbyrery fieſt, and o ic ſeveral. 

— 


Teachers of the ſeveral Congreyational Sefts, per- 
ſawde us by Arguments drawn from Scriptures 
i ted by themſelves, to take up Armes and 


Rebel againſt out Ie Soweraigu, on the behalf 
of a pretended Godly Harliament? How many 


Noblemeus and Gentlemens Sons were prevail- 
ed with by thoſe ptetences of walking cloſe with 
God, in obſerving Sabaths and Faſts according to 
the Scriptures,: to leave their Trades and Maſters 


with whom their Parents had placed them, as 


Apprentices in London andelſewhere , and tò draw 
their Swords againſt their Prince and Parents? 


Did not the ſame Teachers upon pretended Seri- 


pture · groummit draw us to commit one Perjury up- 


i on another) firſt; to violate our Oaths of Alla- 


giauce and Sapremacy, which they alſo broak 
without yl le, cken did their Oaths of Ca- 
-nonical jence ) then to violate the Covenant 


V» wich they perſwaded us to take >- Werte not 


the Mariber of our Prince all thoſe Treaſom, Ra- 


| pines Sacreledgerand Milchiefs,of which our eyes 


Amichriſt 5 


have been witneſſes , all committed upon pre- 
tence of obhing the Scriptures, of pulling down 
— ſetting up a Goſpel! worſhip Mini- 


. ſery and Diſciplins? What drove Venner and his 


complices to fight for King Ieſut againſt Heaven, 
and our preſent Soverarge, but Scripture intergre- , 
ted by himſelf? And what puts the preſenc Cal 
venifts of Hungaryand Tranſilvamia to abet the 


1 7; 5, and forefake the Chriſtians and their 
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Jawful Princes, but their own miſinterpreting of 


Seripturet, alledging that it is for the pulling down 


of the Pope, whom they have been taught by _ 
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their Miniſters to call Ancichrid > In fine, I leave 
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it to be confidered wherhec co follow your n 
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pur not the ſame ching as to pretend tb be guided 
Dy the Private Spirit, from whence it will follow. 
that you have no prof but your own afficmlati- 

ons, that yon do not believe God, but your 

owb ſelves ovly ,; And chat ina ſence of Scri 
8 che received ſence Interprexation, 

*- Tradition and Authority of more then one thou- 
fand five hundred years; and againſt that Text of 
1 Pet. 1. 20. No Fropbeſie of Scripture is ef Pri- 


Hletetick, becauſe you have neither Reaſon nor 
' Evidence, Teſſimony of Wit neſſes or Auehor t- 
ty rocobvince him, that yon interpretation is 
trud conſequently, he cannot be ſaid to be obſti- 
nate, who oppoſeth your interpretation, conſe- 
quently, he cannot be an Heretick becauſe not 
obſtinare. Hence I conclude, that if Chriſt be 
God; as certainly and inf allibly he is, and if he 
tralyfoved choſe ſouls for which he dyed, he hath 
certainly provided for them ſorme-:more aſſured 
means by which to know che true Faich, wich- 
out which he will nor ſave them, then by leavi 
rhern; to che Seriptares to be mierprered by ench 


there ever found ſo rediculous, as to gather a 
in writing to chem, and to be their l 
judge in all their differences, withour appointing, 
nay expreſly prohibiting, that there ſhould be any 
living Indge ot Judges, or any Court to expound 
and jurisdiRion, from whence there ſhouſd be no 
appeal? 
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'S vate Interpretativs : And that no one can be an 


' one & he thinks belt; for whac La- maker Bre | 5 
fe into 4 body, and give them a Law. book 


this Law, and to have the Executive Authority 


Having conÞidered after this manner what could 
-- be. 
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bet die pn Spie, Rvaſon 
Freter, Shriphire”, 
| 1 fes hat could be id on - the behalf of rhe 
. | - Exrbolich Charchireſolving from theſe premiſes, 1 
thae d Herel conſd not f x (ntisfe@tion in paler 9 
of cet, and aw ifafible aſſurance, I was 
F- rot ee l, (as far ag yer indertiood) from 
che Principles of CHI 
mut conclude; chat Religion, and Eaith, wete no 
more then Fancy and Oprmion, i - 
I chought it not unrealonable, td; pe 
ons would doubrieſs have thonglit the Argu- 
ment ſtrong enough, if I had r 
bot cobeludeq ehe Private Spixir is not, Rea 
nat, the Scripturas are not this Rule and Jae 
therefore the Church is. But I reſolved to en- 
| mine' farther} and having agreed the poine that 
| furl @ Rule and Indge there muſt alwates be of . 
| and therefore there hath alwaics been, 
and ever ſnall be ſucha One, unleſs we ſhall ſay 
Þ ( which I hope none will) char” God is defects 
| in neceflaries , I found: 
* Firſt, for the firſt two thouſand years, before 
„any Scriptures were written; the Church of God 
| r was this Rule and Judge 
oo ind other Rights brought in by Abraham, and 
practiſed by the Church then without any Scri- 
| | Joplin Ani 
you had then lived > would you have diſobeyed 
the then Church and rejected thoſe Ordinances 
1 rae there 977 then no Scripeures to Warragt 
1 3 = 9M "Rs Church of che Jews was ſo to 
che Jews after that the Scripture was written; 
4 this by che r direction of Scripture; 
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Was nor Circumceiſi- 


whar would you Have ſaid 
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ivg of whacſoever ſhould be done by an Aub - 
ty when that Authority was Capable of miſtaking? 8 * 
Aoſes had left them à compleat,C amnonot Si- 
2 but delivered ĩt not to the Pespie not toox 
he any care to have it tranſlated lor perticulac | - 
Perſons, or Families, ot Trybes; nor could ſuf- | 
ficient Copies have been made in any reaſonable |_ 
time without Miracle, nor do we find any ſpch | 
were made: The Church therefore, and not theſe | 
Scriptures, was the Rule and Judge to them; they 
were to hearken to the Prie and Judge upon 
pain of Death. Circumciſan was forborne for 
above forty years, and afterwards renewed again 
at the command of God by the mouth of Ieſba, 
Hof. 5. 2. did they examine whether any ſuch 
precept was to be found in the Seripturei before 
they complied with this command? Was not the 
Government changed 1. Sam, 8? VVas not a 
i . nen 


my 


W. Wy ..9 » » WS 08 


_ - v Y ” s ww nv ww i= "» w.4c 9 FS F*Y 5 TW 4 5 v1 WW aw 3 -F (ty 


ENS 7 


x hence I concluded, that ic was poſſi 
| Chwchof God to be ſach a Rule and e and 


Y þ 


. (53 
FT. hew  Temiple after 1 ew method bein by Semis 
at the c. neue of God 2 S3. 1 King 5. 
1 1 Cbren. 21.8, 9. to? VVere not ſeveral e 
' .Feaſtsappoinced'to be obſerved upon pain of Sin>! 


* 
8 Bea, © 


ſeveral” Kings Families depdſed? ſeveral ww 


Ful exalted to the Crown? feveral pn | 


1 put to death, and other extraocdi 
Ade, and commands given by God: e 


by che monchs of ſeveral p=rticular Prophets > 
wei nor all thefe things ſubinitred nncog received 


and obeyed av the i bible directions of God, 


withour any uity whether the Scriptrwres 
3 they 8 he 123 did allow of —— 
Did not chat People believe the Re- 


1 ſorrelljas without any Scriptay# teaching them at 

that time? Did · not they feretve ſeveral nen 
ban, of | Scripture, as — infallis le VVord of 
' | God, wichour ſearching for any waarrne for the 


fame i in the Scriptures they then had? yet all 


Ae Sorjptererindbexnutrgecſſary, i thoſe 


ddlivered by fen had been ſufhcienc, Nay ret 


h : me, who had the infe/lible Amboriry of inrer- 


and expoupding thoſe Scriptures which 


they had ? was it in the ppl, or in che ſpiri ot 


the people, or was it in the Charch> From 
poſſible for the 


God, = al. 
_ lible aussi the Truch. Now as con. 
the Church in che new Law under Chit 


"Thirdly, that God had promiſed ſuch a Clare 
bach en Authority by the mourhes af his Pro- 
Iz. 2. v, 2, 3, &c. It ſhall come to paſs in 


1. la lun ( forhe Apoſtles called the time of 


\ D 3 the 
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the. New Law )1 Thee the. Moymoin ef he Lords | 
Heal foal be Zitahbbſned inthe. 209 of the ma. 
$4197, {hchold i Vitbility.) A Nute 
2 ie. K der its Univerſality- and 
And ſay, come 14 and let wr ga mp 10 tothe; 
775 the Lord, in 5 Houſe of the G I d | 
He that is Gad) will teach us Hu Wargs, {in | 
| is His Houſe ur Church J Fer en Sion 1 algo 1 
itte Lum, (usb the Aponleg on itſlun- 
day-) and She Herdef God frem leraſalem (where | 
the firk Preaching. of che Goſyal: begun). AM 
He fall Judge angſt the Natiamt ( Not perſo- 
ally for Goodyear: pot outrofipary », but ) by 


his Churches Julgral., Exe among? Na- | 


tions ſo conſpie gau cha Iren Roto 
it. Will any oveday this 1 
Gods. Judgemamt, can be Fa, "*y Or: i 
this 1 e ; N + 
ers? Iſacg yt promiſerh co 
ich away.of Holineſs . rope Us, That 
7 Pont: t re: therewe', Ila. 54. 3 chile 
3 th oy bh 1 Gertilas, _ G 
e:anght fen Tongue 
| ſhalktoſe againſt thee in ft nes do tics . 
dan ld. 56. 3 1, A. fer merthis as C 22 55 I 
with chews ſaith the Lord, my Spirit 0 1 
that 6 upon thee and my nnd | 
inch I have put 1» thy month 1 12 1 
which the Church hy ond. 6 J fit | 
not depart ont of thy auth, war gut „ ee 1 
rhy Steds Seed ſaith the Lord from fe * 
fer euer Behold here the Agirir of: 18 Intai- 


led upon the Church to 1 i 
Iſa, Go. 10. Lz, Kc. 7 be ſous eee 
friday te Wat, uu, zr, at de, 

my 


[ 


; I e — 10 ſhall | 


oy TP; 3 9 


rot he ſhut day nor night , that men may bring mn 
thee the — of. "= Gentiles, aud that * ce 
ae be broug ht . Fer the Nution and Krnigdampe 
which will not mrs thee , (by e co chy 
Doctrine ) ſhell 3 — vill ade the ple, 6, my 
2 Ferns 1 call, thee: the Cuy of the 
47 8 e an eternal Excellency, oy 
9 « down , mor ſhall tin Agon wi 
421 ſelf , but 27 Lord ſhall launto thec an cru - 
laftivg Light. It thoſe 2 petiſh cho refuſe to 
ſubmmit to this Authority, to hom God ic an. E 
veleiting Lig ha, and whom he Makes: an Euer 
laing Excellency, we ne<d.nor fear that ig can 
dacgive us that it can 1 ſo be Eclipſed, as. 
ta be at any tima Ixviſible. Many more promiſes 
mitzht be Collected out of che Qld Teltamen, 


but l come to ſhaw-. 


Foucchly , that Chi by his own mouth, and 
by the mouthes of his Apo#les hath, promiſedro 
vs-hkewiſe ſach a Church, Mat. as 18. Apan t 
Rock Iwill build my C lurch, A he. had — 4 
told by his Prophets ſhould be ot ſo vaſt extent) 


AH. dibe Gates of Hell (hall yot prevail Epics ' 


Mat. 18. 17. He, that will not hear the 
et ham be unto thee as 4 Heathen-or a Publicas, 
ar if Chriſt by his ſpiric doth not preſerve. this 
C bes from all poſſibility .of teaching me. error 
joſtead of a Truth, 1 may from ha C harch which 
Chil obligeth me to hear, and unto. which be 
eth me to ſubmit, rec: de ſuch errors as 
may dawn we. Mar, 28. 2, And Loc I ave with 
Jaa 4/n4zes ever unto the end of abs. World , this 
muſt be meant of che F/ible.Chareh which Was 
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| bee Age as an | 


live 


* n "Re "Re 8s) * R > l * | F 
liee and to Baptiſe and Teach elweyanterbe eff 
thewerld. And thereſote if the iame affiftavce _F 
and preſence of Chriſt - was promiſed to the 
Church after the ApoFHes; I think we ſhall not 
doubt but that it is the ſame that is Inf allibie. 
Birr that ir may clearly appear, that the Aſſiſfance 
promiſed by Chriſt to his C huroh extended to an 
Tafallible ſecurity from «ll errors ;- Confider labs 
Tx. 16. Iwill pray the Father aud he 2 e © 
you"arother Comfotter, that he may abide with o 
Fer ever, even the ſpirit of Truth, whom the World 
. . rant receive, and ver. 26. The Comforter which 
©. #the Hoh Gbeſt, whom the Father mill ſend in my 
Name, he ſhall teach you all things , and bring all 


„ 


things to your remembrance, whatſoever I ſpall ſay | 


unte you, and Chap. 16.12. I have many. 
yer to ſay umto jon, but you cannot hear them nh. 
howhers when the ſpirit of Truth is ce 
Jude jon imo all Truth, But all Truth 'exdudeth 
all Errors, and this for ever which was longer 
then the Apoſtles were. to live: If we therefore 
enquite, by hat means this teaching ſhall-be;by 
whom the people ſhall be taught l Truths? and 


hot preſetved from All errors > St. Paul will tel! 


us, Eph. 4. 11. He gave ſome | Apoſtles ( ſuecee· 
ding in full Apoſtolical Authority) fome [Prophets 
(exponnders of the Prophets) ſome Evengeliſs 
(Preachers of the Goipel ) 2 Paſtors a 
Teachers: to what end? Fort he perfecting of the 
Saints. for the work of the Miniſtry, for the ede 
Fin of the body of Chrift, For what time? 7 
we all come in the Won of the Faith. But: will 
rheſe ſecure us >the next verſe will tell yon, I 
we henceforth bi ns mt children, toſſed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of 3 
1 ; ae 


& Ga Kt * 8 2 * 1808 " = 
* 1 ORE” 2a © 2 25 GOP PETE'S, A $4 v4 > Ee 2 * * * * "TY * . 4 
>a x : * — .- F W n 2 j 
1 * 8 ” þ „ * 4 » > OY 
i / 


277 


thej lys is waite to decoiue. Gods intent then was, 
to provide ſuch means for mankind , as might ſe- 
am them in their beleif in every Age, that they 


might not be deceived by the cunng craft of 


fuld Teachers, ſuch as now think themſetves a- 


ble, by pretending /nward Lights, Private Sprrits, 


and evilenee of Scripture by theniſelves Interpreted, 


to teach us a doctrine contrary to all thoſe , holy 
Saints ho for fifteen Ages before them have been 
und none others, teaching a contrary Faith can 
be named, who have been) the Apoſtles, Prophets, 

Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers, in the Fible 

Church of Chriſt. In che laſt place I ſhall urge 


that Text of St. Paul to Timit hy, 1 Tim. 3. 15. 
: The Church of the living God, the Pillar and gronnd 


of rb. And" may we nor ſecurely rely upon 


"rhar Pilar which God hath exeed for us t and 


found our Faith upon that grid of truth, which 
the Goddf alleruh hath eveeFbs for that end? 
Jo elude theſe plain and evident Texts, I know 
you are wont to ſay, in the firſt place, that they 
may have ather Interpretations, and therefore 


this is pot the Truth. But will not the ſame rea- 


ſon hold, the Apoſtles cited many Texts of Scrij 


- tures', and interpreted them ſo as to prove Chriſt 


the. eſtas ; and his Doctrines to be true, where- 
as thoſe Texts might have had other interpretati- 
ons; Therefore the Interpretations put on them 
by che Apoſtles were not true? Who ſees not 


the weakneſs of this Argument? Can you ſhew 


with any afwyarce, that theſe Texts are not ca- 
pable of theſe Interpretations ? If not, then ac- 
cording to your own principles cheſe Interprera- 
tions may be true , for you who ſay the contrary 

are 


22 


are noe. i fallillꝭ, hut may be miſtaken. 
,Apathec auſwer which you uſe. co give is, 
char you are willing to agree that ſo long as the 
Che of Chriũ teacheth conformable to ſcrip · 
tee , ſhe is i fallille, and ſo long as ſhe doch het 
Bury the may and:ought to be beleived. Bur this 
is as weak as the rr; For who ſees not, that 
it gives the Choreh vo more Priveledge, naral- 
lowes it to have any more benefic from cheſe pro- 
wiſes then the Devil bach > For ſo long as he 
reacheth conformable to Scripture he may. be he- 
-kived: A firaw may be a Pillar until it bends, 
and Quick-ſands ſute ground until they yeild. 
What aſſurance can ve have that the Holy Apo- 
ſues did their Duty in writing het the Fly 
cle did dictate umathem ? For if, they did nat, 
their | writings ate not to bo beleied: conſe- 
quently we are not ner can we he ifalliliy ſecu- 
tethat the Scriptutes which we have were dicta- 
ted by, and are hy Inſpitation from: Gad: If you 
can anſwer this, ſa as to be ſecure that the Apo- 
les did their Duty, the ſame wille our answer, 
that the preſent Yipble Catbolich. Church of 
Chriſt at all times doch ber Dur. 
The fifth Argument is ; Ny — Charecb of 
God was this Rule and Judge, this guly means to 
convey Faith, and this iafallills Guidgand Au- 
thority when our Bleſſed Sæuiaup was alive, and 
before the New-Teftament was written, and al- 
ſo in the Apoſtles times both before and aſter the 
whole New-Teffaquent was written. If not I 
obliege pag gym — 2 17 which 
proves certainly, that arrer the /VeWr { Hane 
_ was writeen, the Church in the 4p —— 
deprived of this priviledge and Auth ty, and that 
1 | f Ic 
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it had been no ſin, ee or . 
io the Guidance, Pirectiop; Government and 
Authority of the Apo!iles. That Lake 10. 16. 
He the rear 708 med pe Was — int 
until the Canon ſhovld be complgat. 
3 Tag. 9.20. Go teach all Nations, ONE 
| F ine with: you. ou, was only to benntil they 
writing. That the promiſes before 
wen, 1 ſending the Comforter. to teach 
them all Truth, conſequently to make them able 
to teach the VVorld all Truth , were to be of 
bes 75 until che Scriptutes were finiſhed, 
| 1, 3.15 dig. only intend that the 
Charch ae be The or aud 2 Trath, 
1 ; and ſhould 
{prince ar office, 
eper » and have the 


” e 1 AP e, vic. whether r e — 
ſiant thar the Ja 9 of the Sc ret were 
FOR or nor upril they (i. 6. t e 
were, promulgated . ane "the. w 
I TD I 
it yas ne 
this Rule and Iuag- until the Canon was com- 
pleated, becauſe otherwiſe there had been no ia- 
fallible Guide or Aut horityto convey Faith unto 
the World it was as neceſſary the Church ſhould 
be ſo until che whole Canon was received by all 
mie Church, in all places, and that all Chriſtians 
were infell;hl hy aſſured that they had the whole 
Canon, which was then after for ever to be their 
- ſole Guide and Indge - mi the whole Church 
in 


(6 


in all parts hath this aſſurance, the Scripenres to 
thoſe that wanted this aflurance could be no 
Rale, Guide or Indge ; conſequently., thoſe who 
wanted ſuch affurance had no infallible Faith, nor 
any certain means to know what to believe. But 
if vt wit hſtandi 7535 ou (half (wirhout 
givit 2 Keen inſi char 18 Apoſtles 

were this wFallible. Rule and J udge, in their times 
ently, until the Caen of Scriprures was finiſhed, 
and then loſt their Authority when they had 
compleated the Canon.” I pray confider what 


will be the conſequence | incaſe it ſands proved 


chat the Co of Scripture which they finiſhed, 
is nom uncompleated'by rhe loſs of thoſe Epiſites 
and parcels of the A es writings which I have 
proved to be loſt? Will it not follow, that for 
the Time Reaſon that an ;nfa/lible living Ruje. 
and Judge was neceſſaty the Corn was 
— the ſame 1 neceſſary ſome part of 
the Cav being loft >* And what will the ſs 
ters be if 5 20 proved alſo chat ſuppoſing 
Cann were compleat , yet it is not ſufficieric 

e the'Controveſies nom on foot amongſt 

Ch Mans in matters of Faith? Will it nor fol - 
lo that then it is necefſary to have ſuch a Rule 
and Tulge as ig before. mentioned? The late 
Learned" Dr. Ferne 4 great Champion for ſole 
Scripture; confeſſeth Sect. 27. That Indeed ſuch 
4 Indge or Empire in C briftendome would, (if tobe 
had) be n ready means to compoſe all differences 
and lo reftoretruth will peace, But (hall we think 
chat our Bleſſed Redeemer ben be ficſt founded 
his Holy Church did nor ſee this as clearly as Dr, 
Ferne? — he did, and for this reaſon he 
0 appointed che Holy Apoſtle and their Sncceſſors 
to 


coe this Huge and unpire, and if you deſſte or 
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expect to ſee, an end of thoſe differences where- 
in ye are now involved, by relying on your own 
private Interptetations of the Scriptures , you 
muſt addreſs your ſelves to this Judge and be con- 
tent to ſtand unto the dete minat ion of this Um- 
pite which is infallible; I ſay infallible, for as 
the Apoſtles though as wen were ſubject to errot 
in their own private affairs, and actions, and as 
ſuch might one withſtand: the other and reprove 
the other, yet were they by the affiftance of 
Gods Holy Spirit ;»fallib/ein defining and deli- 
vering matters of Faith; ſo the Prelates of the 
Holy Carholick Church though as men they are 
fallible: in their own private actions and affairs, 
yet when aſſembled in a General Conneil with 
' their Supream Paſtor , they ate fill made ifalli- 
Ils in defining matters of Faith by the aſſiſtance 
of the ſame Holy Ghoſt. who was as well promi- 
ſed ro them at to the Apoſiles, 
he laſt Reaſon1s, that none of the difficul- 
ties that were propoſed to prove the Scriptures 
not to be the Rs/e and Judge before mentioned, 
are capable of being objected againſt the C hure. 
Fot firf this Judge and Rule is capable of anſwer- 
ing the end for which it is appointed and pro- 
„ all who ſubmic unto the Church agreeing 
in mattets of Faith: Secondly, it is not capable 
of being miſunderfiood or miſinterrupted by the 
vatious Reaſons , Judgements and Intereſis of 
men; but is alwaies in being, and capable upon 
demand co explain and declare its own ſence, and 
intention upon any difference ariſing, Thirdly, 
ir is capable of being underfiood by All. Fexrth- 
y it is capable of being certainly know by Ali. 
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Fifthly, ĩt is capable ofderermining wick plaĩneſs 
and clearneſs in every Article of Faith; and hach 
alwaies appeared to do ſo, to the condemnation 
and conſuſion of all oppoſers. Sixvhly , this 
was the ſaid Rule and Fudge in Chriſt's time, and 
in the times of the Apefler. Laily, this dorti 
not ſet up every individual man and woman to be 
a ludge and Rule unto themſelves, but preſerves 
the Unity: of the Spirit iu the Bandof Pas; by 
teaching All underſtandings to become C aprives 
to this Rl and Judge appointed by God, for 
their guidance and direct io 
Zut I know there will be yer an Objection 

made by you of the ſeperation, whether an Texts 
of the Holy Scriptutes, and conſequentiy he- 
ther theſe Texts which ſpeak ſo amply of che 
Churrb, are to be underſtood of the C harr Ati. 
litent and v:fble in this VVo IId? or of the 
Charch Triumpham ? For certainly did ye ap- 
prehend that God had à C harob in this World, 
that is 4 viſible body politique diſtinct from that 
invifpble which is Chriſts 26ff;ca7 body 
. Triumphant , you-would\nor (as I in charity be- 
lieve') divide your ſelves into ſo many Congre-. 

ions, independent of each othor'or un other 

or Government whatſoever in relation to 
Religion. Nou to ſarisſie you inthis I ſhalſ de- 
fire you to conſider, Ads the 20.28. Where the 
Text ſpeaks of a Chursbgoverned by High Pa- 
tors which can only be meant of the Viſtbſe 
Church, and that of rhe whole Flock, or Church 
which Crit Redeemed with his Blood, whith 
cannot be meant of auy perticulat Con- 
gregational. Church 1 Corinthians 10. 5 24 Give 
ne offence, neither to the Jem ver to the G - 
* 2 | \ ' tiles 
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+  rile1 nortithe Chantb of God tvex ut 1 fledſe all 

et is all things , where he ſpeaks cleatly of the 
ſele and emiire'vitble: Church; 1 Cor. 1 1. 28. 
where mention is made of the G. vera und 
Prieſts which are extended throughout the 'who/e 
Viſible Cheb only. God hath ſet ſome. in the 
Church, firſt: Apoſtlet, ſecondly Prophets, & c. and 
Ephbef. 4. 1 I. betote cited: Col. 1. 24. 25. Where 

Church is taken for the militant only, for St. Paal 
was not wade a miniſter of the Church Trim. 
phan, 1 Tim, 2. 15. before cited, muſt figniſie 
the ſole and whole Viſible Church; for no perti- 
cular Church can be ſtiled. the piilar and ground of 
Truth, ſince they may fall, and often have fallen 
from Truth, Jam. 5. 14. Where he ſpeaks in ge- 
| © neralro' Al beleiving Chriftians, and of a Church 
F . viing v-ſble Ceremonies , and Prieffs or Eldert, 

which is not the Church Triumphant, Mat. 16. 
18. Where the Church of Chrittis to be built up- 
on Peter, and therefore muſt be meant of the Vi- 
fible Church Militant; ſor it is built; whilft mili- 
taxt, and transferred when it is Triumphant. Not 
can this be any other then a Y:/ble Church foun- 

ded upon a Viſible Rock or Foundation: for that 
Fer there ſpoken of is not Chriſt, but St. Peter, 
as the words clearly 125 e,; for our Saviour ſaies 
upon th Rock, I will build my Church, immedi- 
ately after he had named St. Peter, where as if he 
bad meant Himſelf, or St. Peters Confeſſion of 
his being the Son of the everliving God, this being 
the remote or mediate antecedent, he ſhould 
have. ſaid according to Grammer and true Con- 
{troſtion and upon that Rock, Beſides he (es /I 
will bd wy Church , whereas if by Keck he had 
imended hiniſelf, or St. Peters aforeſaid Confefi- 


on, 
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built or I do bad my Church , not i will builds © 
For when our Lord fpoke theſe words, his 
Church was then actually built upon him, and up- 
on his being the Son of the Living God. die 

| ſpoke then chere ore what he intended to d 

and of what was to be after his Reſurrectĩon and 
Aſcention into Heven, and promiſeth here ehat 
for choſe. future times his Viſibie Church ſhould 
be built upon St. Peter. Leſt ly that I may ſpeak 

nat as to che word only , but as to the thiug it 
ſelf. vic. The Divine Confiitution ot the Cab · 
. tick, Vifibli ns by the Ordinance of our 

Deareſt Saviowr. Conſider, 1 Cor, Ia. where it is 
at large deſcribed by the Holy Apoſtle to be One 
bs pac different parts fitly diſpoſed , ordered 
and connected together in one and che ſame 
dy, Whereof Ove, be faith is the-Headyand: 
that muſt be as viſchle as the reſt of the Body, 

(for a viſibie body without 2 viſible Head would 
be a Aonſſ er) and ſuch a- viſbie Head as ſtands 
in need of the Foot, which Chriſt cannot do being 
Gad, and ſo wanting nothing. And this the A- 
poſtle applies to the Apoſtolical. Church in his 

time; and the ſame is alſo deſcribed again, Epbe. 

4. from v. 4. tothe 17. But I ſuppoſe you will 
be asking, Is not then Chriſt the Head of bis 
Clbyeh Can the Church have another Head 

beides Chrifs > Ianſwer ' Chriſt is the Head 

of his Church and yet the Churchof Chriſt by his 

- appaintment--may have in its External  Govern- 
ment another Head, that is an external Head, "by: * . 
the app2incmenr of Chriſt. I ſay Chriff is ie 
only abſolutæ Ia lependent Head, but he mij az-- 
pin: A D-pende rt Heal dæri ted from him. Chr: | 
| 3 


3 


e Ade Wesens ai, ban reg 

and People , and che chief Putber alſo. Thus God 
is he Ning of the world; may not he therefore 
* have other Kings Reigning 


: I 2 


nnderhim > Nom how 
te and contrary” yout -Congregacionel 


' Chirchos, and all Churches divided ſromthe true 


Viſible Church ate to this conſtitution, is eafie 
far you to ſee ? What are thoſe Congregational 


| | Chnrebes but a confuſed Rabble of Iithing Bar 


| Genoa, Holland, Se. fo that have nov - 
2 ry” Smear 


hs 71 bor its Ander: a 
— 4 . ö ' 
was not this Orig 


heaping np Trachers to themſelves, without 

cn ol Proſou; or Afembly of — | 

BEE e mater or direct all of 
eee cee diſperſed ĩn divers Pro- 

virſces! and . ber chiry hw endeogs 


on its own bottome; and hath node gf 
thereft, as do rhe domain — 


amongſt them, eitheit 


H eee * omen? voce, nw: _ 
ate and one ſrom the o- 
N Can be a 38 confticution k 


Chriſts viſ Cheroß on earth Is this Our 
my ? Is this 2 compattion and conjunttion by 
Jens and Mues, mentioned by che Apoſites ? - 


| The firſt avd Original Chriftian Church in our 8a. 


viours time was ſuch an united Body; as St. Pau 
menrions, baving then a Savon for its vid 


form: laid by our Saviour to be ĩmitated and fol- 
lowed i its maniver of GO by all ſuc- 


4 7 cet our the Hpoftalicat Chureb next to 


our Faviours time, was like ynro it, where 
er was thie Hef — and che * 


— 


© if 45 Ra 


undder him, over che whole Church diſperſed boten 
" - amongſt Jews and Genriſei, as appears Mr 15, | 
Aridwho had power to change this Orig ina ad 
Apiftelicet manner of Union and Government | 
in after Ages into a quite oppoſite dige- 
fon,” and to bing it into 4 perfect Anat- 


i>-T-hope fromthe grounds here laid, it will ap- 
pear as cleat to you as I profeſs it did to me, that 
the vile Church of God on Earth which in te 
Creed is called the Holy Catholich Church, was 
andis that Rule and Judge, that means appointed 
by God, ſon the conveying of the Cbriſ ian 
Faith to the World; and to whom all an pain of 
Damian, were and ate by Gods Ordinance to 
ſubmit, as to the Anthority appointed by Gad 
to teach what they ought to believe in ot- 
det to the atraining of Salvation; and chat ich 
aut diſpoting auy more then;rhe: would have 
diſputed che Pecrees and directions of che 
Holy Apoſtles, were they now living upon Earth, 
cenfequencly - that this Autherity Was inf at 
A againgſt theſe Arguments which I, here 
urge, any yu (ball fey, that Catholicks di- 
ſcontſing athus, and propoſing to prove their 
Cbareh and its Iafallibility from the Scripemres, 
do ſall inte a Circle. and prove their C hurehſcom 
the Seriptures, and the Scriptures by theit Chereb; 
F anſwer with the Learned Authour of Infidelity 
Knmaked, that our taking this Method; is nat 
forced upon us hy neceffity, but hy your Tugreds> | 
Jy: With different petſons we -muſt proceed | 
different waĩes, to you ho deny the [uf allibrlity | 

of the Holy Catholick Church, and yet pretend 

| 3 to 
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dc believe the Sy to be the Word of God, 
1 eee re 
y the very which you pretend to ad- 
mir. Thus our Bleſſed. 5 the Jews, 
wo denyed to believe his Iufalibility, and yer 
mitted che Seripewres to be che Word of God, 
made uſe of Arguments drawn. from the S- 
ptwres which chey admitted, for che proof of his 
lIefallibilty Tok; 5. 39. ſearch the Scriptares or 
je d. Search: the Scriptures they are they mhich 
reftifi 2 ne; ſo the Apoſtles at ſeveral times in 
che Ad are:found to have urged. Seripturear 
ments, for proving their Maſter to have been: 2 
| Meſſixs, to thoſe ho admitted the Scriptures to 
be che Word of God, but would not believe 
their Doctrines; nor chatrhis was neceſſary in ĩt | 
| only by reaſon of their ;#credulity it was 
occedchus: Will you therefore ſay that 
is arguing in chis manner 


to ſuch per rl nel ico x Ciel, when to the 
Gent propoſed theſe very Scriptures, as 
the 24 upon their on Authority > 


But hen we proceed moſt properly, the Charch 

| as well as Her Sapreams Independent Maſter , is 

proved. independently ol of, the Seriptures, which * 

| ere . —— 8 

Being S Scriptures, (as you in 

and vou cannot — that To. before the 
* were written. there wanted not means 

nd and know che Churgh wit h certainty; for 


1 33 believed tlie Soriptures to be in- 


* 
"pF 
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| fallible, unleſs they had firſt believed the Weiters 

of them to be :f «bble, aud many were convere 

ted to che Trae Church, before ic was for 

7 chem to belie re tha * , Which w _ 
chen 


ifeſting rhe Gracler; 
— 1 22 e en Doitrine, admirab la r- 


wancesf e Fell farts of Perſqw 

ad Conetr1 es, lait, Stabs _ 1 1 
Liſhi lip, Succeſſien, and the Name Cat 1 
which is and are found ip her, —— 3 
and Signs 3 


os iy r 3 
Sanne true, ind in no par 5 


his Handapd Seal to marian 
ol a falſerhoœau, eee waz part- 
y truatand pat ly elles; the fime Arguments 
dudapendent of Siure! wil be conan - 
n prove the Gabel een FT 
From Al dachath dert eke ie, 
witk not hereaſten 0 hink. &C &thelick; ceciculogs; 
| 2 he proſeſſeth 10 believe, ar the C hebe 
God chelieveth: : Would it: have bern foobfh.in 
ove MhG had lived che times of QAlttiſt ot the 
Apaliles, to ſay I believe es Chriſt: comtmuandsor 
reacheth me to live id or I bei, the 
bene If not, why Monlcdir pom ſeem fir 
to ſays we believe as the Catholic E 2 


; 
e 8 


3 in our Creed an believe g det | 


Since 3 


n 
DANG eſteem this pre ſent Church of out Age 
to have the Spirit of God directing her, and ta be 
fable: but certaibiy this is a moſt ſaſt᷑ pro- 
0, by which we profeſs in few words, to 
Believe all truths; inaſninch as the Churcbhach 
the Spirit of God reſiding in her to teach h a 
Na. And if one may ſafely ſay (as who 
dates deny it) I believe all things comai neil in the 
Scriptar es, although he doch not explicitely know = 
the moyety of the perticular things therein con- 
tained? Why may we not ſafely (ſuppoſihg the 
Church to be infallible in matters of Faith) pro- 
feſs tobolitus all things which the Church beliewerh 
ul teathith in mattersof Faith,' who helieveth 
and tescheth not only the Scriptures, and hat 
| are therein contained, but alſo all other che Do- 
| Joes of Chriſlianicy, which are not in the 
K 95 perticulacly contained? Eſpecially if 
the Catholick Church be (as I have proved) this 
Gnide and Jade, to whoſe Authority and Judge- 
ment the whoſe World is obliged to ſubmit in 
matters of Faith, upon pain of Damnation? In- 
deed, if one of you ſhould profeſs to believe, as 
that Arele private Congregation of which be calls 
IFhimſeif a Member doth believe; ic would ſeem 
. FF redicutons, becauſe himſelf holdeth that Congre- 
4 jm to be fallible, and he cannot tell the be- 
Iuief of it; poſſibly (though not probably) he 
may imagine what ir doth hot believe, its Creed 
cConſiſting moſt of Negatives, and its humout 
being better skilled ĩn deter mir ing whar it would 
vat Rave, then hat it would have; but to ſay 
Wich ceyraiwry what it doth now believe, or how 
long it will hold its preſent Faith, or conrinne to 
de aCongrepation > he is * able to foreſee. It 
i I: is 


W 


5 


| (6)! 
ie not thut with the Holy Catholick, Chors, 
thereſote to proſeſs to believe, as the Church of 
God 22 is if allible) beſieveth, erp 

| and in effect no more then to re 
— of to believe the odarines. 
Chriftianty.. 25 


It will only remain that we . which: a- * 
all thoſeiCongregarions now on Earth, 


precend themſelves, co be this Church of 


i is really and truly this Holy Chucb-and 


e of Chiiti, Fot having once found her, 

| knowing that ſhe is ſo aſſiſted by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that ſhe cannot teach us an Ercor infleed 
of a Truth, we ſhall no more diſpute the verity 
of her Doctines, then we ſhould have queſtio- 
ped the Articles of Faith taught by the Holy 
Apofiles, or the words of C bri _himſelfz, 
"Wherefore if this Church this i allible. 815 
ſhall teach us. ihat Inf ants are to be Baptiſed, oo, 
it is as lawful to defire the Saints departed to, Fay. 


for us, as to deſirs the Prayers of thoſe who are li- 
wing on our bebalf, That the Body of Chriſt our Sa. 


v10ur 1; really and truly preſent in the Sacrament 
of the Altar (or the Lords Supper) or any the 
like Article of Faich, we ſhall vo more doubt it, 


then the firſt Chriſtians did diſpute the Verity 3 


what the Apoſtles taught them; when they in- 
formed them that they were to believe” that 


C brif whom they had ſeen 4s man mu true and ve- 


ry God, that a Virgin ſtill remaining Virgin, 


micht by the power of the Holy Ghoſt bring forth a 
Child. That tha that Body of Chriſt: ſpirituallized” 
might paſs through a Dore, the Dore being ſumt: " 


That Three conld be One, and One, Thee, Fot 


who. ſhall dare to . ee nn 
| . um 


Ek! 
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_ differenc from the Rewer be infallible in all that 
4 judge, and in that they declare and proſeſs 
to be true according to the V Yord of God; they. 
doubeleſs are then isfallible, and ſpeak then che 
infallble Truth, when they judge, declare and 
| profeſs that even according to the Word of God, 
they ate fallible. Therefore infallibly they ate 
Falille. Hence again it being chus proved: that 
no Chureb different fram that Roman is infallible; 
And it being before proved that God hath ap- 
pointed ſome Church upon Earth to be our inf al- 
- | 7Zble Judge, it demonſttativelſy follometh that che 
Ne Church muſt needs be this infallible - 
Judge, becauſe no Church different from it ( that 
is 5 che Romas Church) can be this infal- 
i Church. But I pray you do not miſſake 
chis r have pleaſed to do, who 
chin che force of it co Fun, wit, The A- 


as 3 4 man 
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ico be cs infallible becanſe they teach 
8 aer ä 7 
ble inthe doftt hey regeh ; they a infalli 
ble when they reach thetnſelves t6- be fallible. 
Therefore inſalſibly they are falſible. Now tho 
Church which is truly appointed by God to be 
this infallible Judge, muſt needs have this con- 
| OE ſhe _ her Nr yg nt (rg _ 
Is far ftom ſaying that miearty her oning of in- 
AR ya babes _—_ her owa. It is 
ifferent thing to fry. F that muſt be « | 
Moni er muſt needs be a man and not a wd 
to ſity, That ſich x one muſt needs' be a Miui ſler 
becauſe he is a mir und not a woman. So it ĩs one 
ching ro fay , the Church-which is the infallible 
Jodge muſf be a Church judging and holding, 
and profeſſing her ſelf robe infaſhble ; and can- 
not be àa Church, which judgeth and profeſſerh 
- herfelf to be fallible. And apother quite diffe- 
rent thing to ſay, that ſuch a Church is ds infal- 
lible Judge, becaufe ſhe teacheth and profeſſerh 
tier ſelf to be ſo. | 
To this I ſhalt add ſome few Arguments, 
which I found drawn from the Catholickaeſs, or 
RWrruerfality,' or Wniverſal jnrisdiſtianm, which 
muſt necęſſarily be inchar Curch, which muſt 
be this Kulr and Tudg- before mentioned. 
Firſt; that Church which is and muſt be this 
Nuit and Iuuge, maſſ neceſſarily be Carholickor 
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en ave) - | er other ipertiendar 
Churches, theſe may have controverſies amongſt 
- cbemſelves; but they. owe na ſubjection ove co 
..* ahw;orþer;cherefore they ate not obliged to ſyb- 
mieto each others deciſiong; but every hi 

| N eh Colbe — — 

a ar wh nced to Govern 
the whole VVorld, and to chat Charsb tuch 
is chat Judge, therefore chat Clareh muſt be 
Catholick or ſtuiverſal as aforeſaid; but no 
:Charch deſides that which is called the N, 
and of which the Biſhop of Rome is the Sypreans 
Paſtor nent under Chriſt, wasever eſteemed the 
C arboliok,, or Mniverſal Charch, ot acknowledg 
ro have an Wawerſal jnriſdetbion, none hur thats 

of her Communion werte ever generally eſteem- 
- ed Catholic, their very Adverſaries allowing, 
them the title of Carbolicks of Reman C atholicks, 
under hat Prince or Prelate ſoever they live; 
therefore the Reman Church only is this Raule 
| _ judge before mentioned; therefore al- 
lille. 25 | 
Suocomlly, if a perticular Church as ſuch, and 
without having any lawful. #»:verſal jmiſdidt ias 
could de this Rule and Judge, it would follow, 
that a perticular Church as ſuch, would be, and 
would not be the Lui verſal of Catholick, C burch 
at the fame time, which would be a flat contra- 
diction : It would not be the flaiverſal, as is 
ſuppoſed in its being bounded within its own 
petticulat limits, out of which it hach no lawfol 
Univerſal jariſdiltian, and yet it would be the 
lu ver ſa! Charch , as being that to whom the 
whole VVorld onld be obliged to ſubmit, and 


| — vioſe Communion all would be bound to 
Tbirali, if by purtiaular Churches we muſt un- 
—— (as we nom intend in England) pertiiua 
ar pebſwaſions, Profeſſions, or Seltz, ind fhpeld 
allow an gans to every one of theſe, it 
would follow that contradictions would be inf al- _ 
libletruths, and all Chriftians would ax che ſame 
time be bound to believe, and alſo to disbelieve 
the ſelf ſame points of Faich. If ic ſhould be 
urged, that every perticular Gbureh may be an 
Infallible Iudge unto it ſelf, though not to others; 
„ T anſwer, that this is wholly impoſſible, becauſe 
. pry? Truths," which ror - 2 — 
du ſufficiently proponnded by au Authority taug 
by the Holy Ge are ſuck to all the World, who 
are obliged to believe every Article of Dive. 
Faith ſo ſufficiencly propounded by ſuch. an Au- 
chority; but if every«perticular Church (as this 
objection is) ſhould be this Rule and Judge, ot 
ſuch. à Rule and Iadge as were Iafallible:. It 
would follow in effect, that every perticular 
Church ſhould be an Xniverſal Church, or the u- 
»iverſal Church : Or, (which is che ſame thing) 
« Church having power to oblige. all the World to 
ſubmit to its Deorees and Indgements as guided by 
the Holy Ghoſt; for every Decree and Judge- 
ment of ſuch an Authotity thus if allibis, would 
bean i fallible Truth; conſequently. , it would 
boblige the whole World, unto whom it is ſuffici- 


7 \ ently evan ro ſubmit unto it as unto, the. . 
| . Apeſftlerit they were living; and hence it could 
alſo follow, that we ſhould have as many er- 


ſal Chnrches, as w have perticular Churches, as 
| many 


my Heads 28 we have Parts aud Mearber 
1 we ſhould have a Church whereine- 
vety part ſhould be both Head and Heels, 
Thetefore fnce no perticular Church as ſuch, can 
be chis Carholich.ot Kniverſal ¶ hareh; and Gnce 
this N,, Guide and Judge appointed by God, is 
d actotding to the Apoliles Creed, and mulibeof 
neceſſity a Chareb C atholick,or a C burch endomed 
with an ui verſal jariſdiſt ion, the whole World 
being obliged under pain of Damnation to be in 
her Communion, -.and to ſubmit unto her: 
And fince no other Church beſides the Na 
can be aſſigned, to whom ſuch an Amverſwlicy 
can be Attributed? It will. neceſſarily (6llow, - 
that the ſaid Roman Church, and no othef is this 
Rule, Guide and Judge. 9 8274 2 
And now that I may conclude my whole proof 
with an argument from Heaven, and by a Teſſi - 
movy of the higheſt nature, make ĩt evident to 
you; that this Roman C atholick Church muſt be 
this Church, which God hath a ointed to be 
this guide and Iudge; I ſhall inſiſt upon the gife © 
miracles, this was that teſtimony which our 
leſſed Redeemer did himſelf produce, as his Let- 
ters of ctedence, and as both »eceſſary and ſuffic:- 
ent to prove his Miſſion: If I had not (ſaith our 
Lord Jo. 15. 24.) done among them the works 
which none other man did, they had not had fin, 
namly in not beleiving me to be the Meſſias. 
God therefore hach decreed it as a Law, that 
whoſorver refuſeth to beleive and ſubmit unto that 
Awthority, to which he ſets his hand and ſeal, by 
beftowing on it the gift of Miracles, that perſon 
commuzreth ſin : i he Reaſon is given in the ſame 
Text, viz, becauic he thereby ſheweth — oy 
atet 
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briftian C lurch upon earth hath done; therefore 


jr i eee ed Cheb or Churches,” 
| We ſhilt 


ive orrefuſe to beleiveher, 
Ped ſhew our ſelves to be'harery of God. 
Now: that the Nema Church hath done theſe 
Works or Miracles, is à thing ſo evident boch by 
che Teſlimonies of che Holy Fathers, and'auctho<- 
fities of approved Hiftorians , that thoſe who de- 


ny it, muſt ſhew themſelves eicher not to be mem, : 


or men who purpoſely ſhur their eyes againſt the 
Truth, yea Heathens and Atheiſts _ be as 
juſtifiable in their denyals of the Miracles rela- 
red in the Old and New - Teſta ments, as. hy 
will be who deny cheſe. The Mag 
who were all profeſſed; and known Talea 1 
(almoſt) inevery one of their centwries , recount 
multitudes of yyracles, wrought by perſons whom 
they affirm e been infeRed with what they 


call Poyery, namiy by St. Bernard, St. Malachy, 27 


Sr. Dominick, St. Frauci and the like, as you may 
e ſee in Brerely if you examine the ſe- 
vera | places to which his Index at the word i- 
racles will referr you, by which ie will appear that 
moſt of rhoſe miracles were done, not in confir- 


mation of thoſe points and Articles of Faith 


which you hold with us, but even of thoſe poivrs 
and doctrines, which you call Popeſh' Superſtition: 
and Idolatries as the Sacrifice of the Holy Mafs che 


Reſpelt and weneration which is given'to Suns Re- 


liques, Images, dec. certainly there are'few- 
mongſt you bur have heard and rend how and 


what che Faith was fic yy — | 


the Reman Catholich;C ee hath ons % 
Land mirarlos amongſt us, ſych as no other 


38% , 


F Writers: venerable; gx. Fade andothers; 


11 from Heaven, 28 is teſtit 


ot Proteſtant Chronologers Hol — 
echo — Vol. 0 * 
too. 192. Far his Act. n 
An 57s. $1119,  Staves Ayall,' 
the Babe 2 ren bes 
uin pag. N. 2 r 4 
foteſaid n in che 
Tothiz ſhall add che ambortieof our own it 
mere; or the ptouf of undoubred 
onir acles; wee Inehis as age , in the dodk 
Ipticnied Hanf ef che King 250 „ 
e Ano 2497 by 
eee ike Lord Arch: 
of Canterbry mention is made 1, 11 c. L of 


h dome A 
I nn 
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Odaarda 
the Chriſtian Fab, I. 2. ci . and of . 


and awdonbred — ſhewed God, inthe 
preſence . 
* the thete to he 
Reader eth char this converſion of Cn 
was 


thed.by Mafing 'Pricffs , and after 
the Remwiſh mamer, — wo mantle — * 
ch tendeth to God, fall is be concen- 
inis and net . te menry , becauſe ius 
preformed by Pogiſh Fri eſt and Popiſh moans? God 
e e ps e of Gen- 


vile 


vileaud Cajur Colledge in in Cambridge i 5 G- 
derapincd Hiſtory ef Afries Publiſhed Anno 
160. pag. 410,413. commendeth M- Hammel 
fat. Publiſting che aforeſaid miracle, and ge- 
knowledgerh che ſane. If 20 of yon ſhoul 
chance to ſay that this Teſtimony ot ira 
nothing to you, becauſe you hare nevet ſee 
miracle: I anſwer's either you grant what; 
Authors reports to be true ot you deny their 
refijmony refuſing to beleive what you have not 
ſsen; if you e of theſe things * 
yer gemain ont of ommunian. of 
Corhalick Church upon which God bath capfer+ 
_—_ ift Tow hays Sin; and hate Gad. ccor- 
ding to the argament ſramed by our Lord him- 
ſelf; which I have before cited. If you teſuſe to 
belcive hat you have not ſeen , firf# N 
Faith which is an ewdexce of thongs not {ae2 
cenaly you talen ava all humane converſation as | 
mn miſt belcize another. Thirdly, - ee 
it unjuſi fo: il Magiſtrates ro-puniſh” Traytors, 
or Felons, for'where there is no Law, there: can | 
he no breach of a Lam, and if chere be no la to 
him, who did not actually fee che very ſtatute 
which was paſſed in Parliament, and hear the 
King and both Houſes, agree unto ic, (as in this 
Caſe there is no miracle to him who did not ſeo 
ic) how can you wich juſtice condemne, and exe- 
cute a Malefactor, who ſhall urge ar the Bar, 
that he never. ſaw the Starute upon which he 
ſtands. Indicted, nor had any notice or k 
thereof, otherwiſe then by bearſay and the. Rep 
of - * an] books , which fi ince they are no ſuf» 
ſicient Prooſes of Gods ſetting his , Hand and 
Sea co 4 * , by miracleis, he fees nd reaſon why 


ay 


+ 1 2 


they ſhould be Proofs for the E Sta- 
cite , conſequently that as to him, that Statute 
is not in ſorce. What you would reply to one 
who ſhould give this for his Plea upon ſuch an 
Indigmenr, ſuppoſe as ſaid unto your ſelf, in the 
"Taſe of miracles not ſeen by yon, bur repotted by 
. Laſuy, this would encuſe all 
| Tnfidels, who have been face the. Apoſiles rimes, 
and even thoſe who lied in theit times, in cafe 

| they ſoy no wiracles, Nut if any of you ſhall fur- 
ther ſay afterthe Learned Chiſewgworth,:thar God 
in bis Inftice may permit ſome true minaoles to be 
wrought to delnde men who have forged many, I 
_ anſwer, that by this you help the /ews,.who re- 
ſiuſed to beleive theDodtrines of Chriſt, and his 


N * - 
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Aru, No 


raed, t 


| | |; et (1 pray) fo far miflaken, as 


ſome . 
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= — 7/08 with ſpeak of the Romah 
Church. intend the Church of the Dioceſs of 
Rome, and ſo pretend to make a petticnfur 


Church o be an Kniverſal, and —— 5 


Carhobck: Church of Tri. No, I. 
0 ee that bf ly extended, 
with 
and n ſabjaltion and obe, unto tht Biſhop of 
K 2 te cheir Supreans Paſtor aud Governony on 
| e Sr per dining unte Fut next a- 
St This iv) het Flock of Chrilt ad- 


3 way! 28919 eine them 


ere | xi 
üer erben. 


* this time I hope an apps 
Gor ihr forego 2 (i duly confide- 
— between 


wack chat the di 


- dificulc u tlie 


Ihe but one ſidgle in diſpute between 
ur; and char is; that . follow A feveral Rule, 
| ide in gta »preat Affairs: Falth, 


y Goth 
Iyer,” "Nor" l 


ſon, why by — be Heu 
u eracity devyed, 


whrok tive in cbm en _ | 


draconian ae bor 


8 deen v wer yet ſo: frat | 
have been hitherto 'eancerved to be. In cru. 


27e boston p aid 
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times of the A2 

2 og ao cken to 

ap1 indeed, the only means. 
| 0 15 & convey Faith un- 
| Y + role {o to reconcile all differences, 
5 or bc w Ar any time ariſe amonglt 
10 e 


* jeg? 


tha N27 8 B 9 pe . : ® ic N 
.Chriſt Neues our Wiſe Legiſlatour hach ſerled i 
the World: I have alſo (as I conceive) ſaffici- 
ently manifeſted that this Guide and 


hich Carholicks follow is infallible, a 


ſuffitienc credentials from Heaven, to ptoye he 


. felfcobeſo; early, that we are 
ro ciptwate our ſtandings unto the Ji 
ments and Deccees of this G. de and 5 a 
the firſt Chriſtians did ſubmit their Undo 
ings and Reaſons to the Decrees of the Holy 


ApoRiles, by which means only aft diſpures about 


9 I confeſs/I am ver 
— Ae tre looms | 


betherto been every one of ,youthig own 


independent Maſter and Teacher, and believed: 


none but himſelf; and made his own perricular 
Reaſon, Will and quart Ard on * 
and God whoty he 

ſay it will be very difficulr 


vou to W 


and ſubject it to the guidance 


| os any Authority, be ir-never ſo highly _ 


Bur yet when I conſider that in 01 daily 


practise, and even ip the inatters reta vi can 
Souls, you do ſubmit unte eternal Auchörities 
and that without any evidence. of Reaſon 
duced by thoſe *Authoriries', to whom your: 
ſubmir; as fot' joſtance, wha is there among 
you that doth not ſubmit, to give obetlience 


and pay a duty to *  apdtach Perſons, A * 
f 


Witneſſes, 
Wh CN fro ie 


 Liwful Paten and Prince, wichout 


ther evidence then the teſſimonĩes of Bo 


to prove thoſe perfons to be ſuch > 
ny that God, may 
u, tf you' ſhould deny ro 


nr 0b Teftmonies proved to deck; 


L eapnot but hope that when you ſhall have ſe- 


riouſiy conſider ed the premiſes, and how, much 


the Teflimony of God by Miracles, aud the o- 


ther r ma roduced on e nt this 
Authority, r proof of G ap- 
pointed this Guide and Judge, to Gees and 


reach, and to convey Faith unto the World; you . 
. will — ſubmit your underſtandings to ics 


teaching and the rather Een you 
ſhalt have — — as thoſe Books of Scri- 
pture, which you are pleaſed to accept as Gods 
Word wiitten, and Divine Revelation were — 


delivercd u amp you by Carholicke, and accepted 
of gy your Anceſtors upon the {core and word 


of Roman Catholick Prieſts and Monks, toge- 


cher wich the ſame ſence and ivcergrerarion, 
which the Roman Cacholick Church now teach- 
eth, and which was then confirmed by Miracles 
as aforeſaid. For my part I could never as yet 
meet with any tolerable ſolid Reaſon, why we 
ſhould take the word of this Church for the 
Letter of Scripeure, more then for the ſence and 


1 meaning oi it, which is che moſt principal part of 


Gads Word, and why this Church ſhouid not 


| deſerve credit in boch as well as in one, being 
n leſs againſt her rr and as much in 


E. 2 her 


04 


Sy yy abi and 2 the ſame 


and 3s / 
= 1 = ? 


grounds , or fam what grounds char this fort of. 


romaus and da 2. . Thitdly, ſuppoſing I: 
8 wil ape e . to te 2 


tha an of Ca of _y hs or of = 


the Armyvier or Ethiopian, pr whether the way 
of the Englich Independents, ot, 5 5 
Quakers, ar ot the; Fiſch-Maparchy. men, or. 
the way gf the new Arrians or Sogini ans, ot w | 
other and what) (hall L follow, and why, as, 
only ſecure way to Salvation? Ox ic it TE 10 
ſecure, may Salvation, if I be a Chriſti | 
the Roman Church, and believe, or. 
what I pleaſe, fo it be in comradiqtion to th 
Roman lurch I ee whethas they, {IJ 


e bela mes % ; 


— 
Tree 


3 (350 mY 
Lager ae ot 
Ni dis to 
be/arained;-wich they woald bare wh, 
2 N 
1 kor 'this' penicular 2 Fj * 
3 are" infallibly ſure that all 2 0 2 ay 
| oe and. embrace that ſore of ' Chrifliznicy, ' 


which they would have me follow and em- 


' brace}, ſhall be damned 3 Sixth, ſuppoſing 
that are“ not inſaullible in theſe Mars 
culars, whether will ic not Mayne —— 
ceſſarily follow that, 
preſent be in the Right * en 
— e what Reaſon EE 
yl ould forſake my 3 
— I believe to be infallible, j 
—— hs confeſs they may be, and there 
| fore-for ought they know, 'are at preſe 
| miſlaken in chat they believe und 
Ia tie, if chey will ſay — os-Tal 
ke: tne, they muſt aſcerr ſomething with cer 
tamty; for who knows not that if a man 
will give himſelf ſcope ro be bold, he may 
raiſe Argumencs againſt the delier of the 
Ttinicy, or any other myſtery of Faith, which 
will rrouble Learned men to anſryer * Hut 
Ib nor the old Method of 


oying 
and don withont hat 
vou would eſtabliſn; we —— 5 

cites; 6. 2 7s Henſe 'of — w King, 
_ : und that rhoſe who_were engt- 

[in hos Mucinies, knew: no more | 

. "what" they would not haue, viz. Ne Govern. 
1 of Lav in Charch or Stare ; but _ 

| F 3 woul 


4 


world never declare What it was they aimed. 
at, jotherwiſe then by their e vhich 
- rended. to. Atheiſm and Anarchie, | They 
would Plunder and Ruin a man, for being (as 
they cermed it) for ſore Ferm, viz. ſor om 
fenled Worſhip or Government in the Chutch; 
but thoſe who were againſt all Ferm, all man- 
ner of Worſhip or Gevermment were by them 
cheriſhed as their Brechern : I pray if you 
adviſe me againſt whar I am now engaged in, 
have a. care above all things , that you do 
7 1 2 io, 2 Negatives , leaſt 
avoid you as ſuſpecting that you are again per- 
ſwading me intothe way of Rebellion and Tra- 
(+7, ich (I thank my God) I have now. 
earned to hate and abhor as much as Hell and 
D a. 
And now (deareſt Ftiends) I have no more to 
ſay, but only entreat you in the bowels of Cha- 
tity to learn by. heart that moſt pretious Leſ- 
ſan. of our ſweet Saviour, viz. Lem of 16 
fer 1 ams much, and humble of heart. - And 
chat you may be in a ready way to learn this, 
remember (in order to ic) that Leſſon (which 
1: mentioned: before) of his beloved Apoſtle 
r. We are of God, be that knownth 
Gad heartth us , he that is not of God hearth us 
nets. hereby know we the Spirit of Truth and the 
ſpirit of terror, There was nothing then re- 
quired to diſtinguiſh theſe t wo ſpirits, but to 
hear, or to refuſe to hear the Apoſtles, and ſee - 
ing St. Paul ſaith, Faith comes by hearing; It will 
as neceffary now to hear in our times, 
thoſe who are lawfully ſent to teach ic, as it was 
7 * | 4 1 


0 reach you. 
to St. 1 it is evident you are lead 
ric of error. Conſider theſe things 


happy » according. to the Prayers 


Tour true Friend and ell. 
viſber in the beft things, 
Robert Everard. 


, 
* 4 
; e 
Ny; 


i "DE ar "aha * * * 2 * * N 9 8 0 . 2 0 
5 : 2 > 3 . 0 
* 2 > * 55 : * i 
7 * 5 $ 
— 4 4 


8 0 1 i "2 . 1 2 
. * - - * N 
i . 8 - 2 P 4 g 
Sten: Fl! - 8 F: nn * Fe 
L $1012: HOST Wk rib: 
, f * & 


r a Edtcin of n Epi 


was ſpent betore feveral of ny 


them this true anſwer; that it was not 
that I did ſuſpect the other to be inſuffi- 
cieng , for I ſaw reaſon enough to believe 
it could not be anſwered (why elſe have 
{o many of you who promiſed anſwers, 
failed in the performance of your pro- 
miſes? ) but upon occaſional diſcourſes 
finding it ta be given out that I had done 
my All in that firſt Edition, and finding 
ſeveral well minded perſons deſirous to 
have ſome perticulars farther explained 
and inculcated, were the true Motives to 
my incerting theſe Additions; and yet 
I have taken care that what I have added 
ſhould not be tedious, for had. I publith- 
ed all that I have collected upon this ſub- 
jet, (and 1 again profeſs theſe;. things 
which I here obliſh to be no more then 
Collections) they would have ſwelled in- 
to a Volume not only too chargeable in 
5 point 


1 


eint of expence, but ſuch as would Have 
tequited more time in peruſing, then moſt 
of thoſe: to whom it is addrefled chn 
without prejudice take from their other 
occaſions: Beſides, if this little part of 
what Icould have repreſented to your con- 
ſidlerations be more then any of you or all 
of you can anfwer , it ĩs ſythcient for my 
purpoſe. You ſee my confidence which 1 
cConceive doth not mis become me, my 
gaauſe being conſidered.” Indeed, I do 
nom think it improbable, though ( to con- 
inne in the words of my former Poſtſcript) 
l apprehend that it is not imppoſſible but 
that ſome of you will be Attempting to 
N Anſwer this Letter, and endeavouring to 
ſhake theſe principles, which have by 
Gods Grace proved of ſtrength to win me 
tothe Holy Catholick Faith. To ſuch, 1 
ſhall only give theſe Cautions. Firſt that 
they will be 88 in their Anſwer, to 
take notice of this my Second Edition, and 
of the Additional Arguments and Rea. 
ſons here given, and to ſet don my own 
words as they lye intirely, and without 
maiming them: If they ſhall pleaſe to 
Anſwer by Paragraphs and to ſet down 
each of my Paragraphs wholly and ſin- 
 cerely before their Anſwer to the ſame 
Paragraph, 1 ſball owntheir Candor and 
mr | Juſtice 
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juſtice; but if they Anſwer by ſetti 
pr of. . — bog e as es to 
mine, they will not make mine, but their 
own, Arguments Ridiculous; and will 
not deſerve a Reply from me, or to bere- 
garded by any one. Secondly, that they 
will forbear all Reproaches and Slanders 


againſt the Catholick Church, or Catho- 


licks in general or in perticular ; this is a 
fault ro which Proteſtants are too much 
1 in general; but moſt perticular- 
ly thoſe of the Presbiterian and Indepen- 
hu perſwaſions, they have alwaies uſed 
to deal with Chatholicks, as the 
wick His late Majeſty of Glorious M 


ry ; and with our moſt Dread-Saveraign 


that now is, and their Party, viz. To im- 
| pow Crimes to them without end, and 
rrers innumerable; without taking care 


to examine whether what they ke 


them with was true or falſe. So if they 
can throw dirt enough upon the Carho- 


licks, and impute Opinions unto them 


ſufficiently monſtrous, all is well, they 


know the Ma jor part of the Nation tobe 


byoaſſed with Intereſt, and . enough 
to beleive what ever is ſyggeſted againſt 
thoſe whom they call the Com F 


and that thouſands will admit a thing for. 


truth if they find it in Print, rather chen 
I take 


ud 
be 


did 


1 
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take the pains to examine whethe 
true or not, and therefore have no diſſicul- 
ty to caſt fe untruths, with as much 
confidence as if themſelves were ſatisſied, 


that all they publiſh is dictated by the 


ine whether it be 


Holy Ghoſt. As for thoſe that are and 


tine had for the like errors committed 


by himſelf whilſt he was a Manichesn,, of 
Which he makes this mention, St. Avg. - 


the 6. Book of his Confeſ. C. 3. towards 


the end. /-Elsſh even full of es, regard 


that 1 found my ſelf thereby not to have barked 
againſt the Catholict Faith, but againſt the 
Fates and Fittions of carnal thoughts. But 
jet i had been raſh and impious in that I had 
faid thoſe things accuſingly which 1 to 
bave learnt enquiringly. Nor do not (I be- 
ſceeh you)take a liberty to upbraid me as 
if I had ſome private ends in my preſent 
change; but be pleaſed to conſider, that 
I am no united to a Communion , whoſe 
"pros in this Kingdome is to ſuffer , to 
dor and (corned, , to want Prefer- 
ments and ſuffer affronts from every hand 
who ſhall pleaſe to give them. VVhilft I 
was at the Head of a Troop of Horle in 
the Rebellious Army (a fin which I hope 
my deareſt Saviour hath forgiven , I ha- 

| ving 


. ” 


mall be guilty of theſe crimes, I only wiſh 
4 - ' them the like Repentance which St. 4#- 


— of 
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"earrily Ne harder if ing Godys 

T ding do of thy Soretalg igh for 1825 
I was ina condition to riſe, and . 
1 my ſences with what this world, gal- 
Ted good and pleaſing z but I thank my 
Saviour I am now brought home to that 
Church of His, which teacheth me to 


ſaffer and be Humble ; z to give Obedience 


to Authorities for Conſcience ſake; ro be- 
come a Servant and a Learner, rot. a Ma- 
fer or a Teacher; to hear thoſe that are 
lawfully ſent to take care of my ſoul, and 
not to er the Office of the rieſts or 
proudly to intrude my felf into: that Sa- 
cred Function. I muſt for ever Herenfter 
ceaſe to be contentions, and let my Prince 
or thoſe who are in- Authority 9590 
determine what they pleaſe in relation t 
my Body or Eſtate ; I hope 1 ſhall at all 
times hereafter follow the bleſſed Precepts - 
of God, which I receive from the” mouth 
of his butch , and from the Holy Scrip- 
| 9015 namely, To male Supplicgtions and 
Hers, and Intercefſions 4 6nd gruem 2 
thanks for all nen, for Kings and alt a 
are in 1 7 that I may. 44 quiet bt 
22 dlineſſe and bone NN, 1 Tim. 2. v. 1, 
to thoſe who ſhall be bees minded 
7 122 ſoy, VVe hape no ſuch Cuſtome 
dog! us Wehe Church of God. 
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If chere be any who hath any Value for the Kb. 
thority of the great St. Auſtin, I ſhall befeeth+ 
Irbem to readthis following Text of that Saint. 
ant to conſider whether I have net in my 
"Proceedings Obſerved his Rule and Method. 
And let them but change the word Marichew 
into Zoby Calvin, and how neecly it will con- 
tern them. „ 


St. ug. againſt the Epift. of Afariebaas which 
they call Fundamental c. 5. Edit. Pi Tum. 6. 
6 1 K, 4 6. a | 4 . 1 L | g 


| + up alt find any one who doth nat as yet b. 
lerve the Goſpel , what wilt then: do when he ſhall 
ſay vaita thee I do not beleive > But neither had Ide. 
lerzed the Goſpel uU had been therennts moved 
by the Authority of the Catholick Church - Thoſy 
theytfere th whom F ſubmitted , when they required 
mis to belpive the Goſpel , why ſhould ] not allo viela 
Obedience nnto them when they dirett me not to 3 
laut Manichæus ? Take your choice; If ja tell 
me 1 mutt beleive the Catholicht, they give n 
Advice net togivecredit to you's and therefore if I 
beleive them 1 cannot but refuſe to belerve os, 
＋ zan tell mg muſt uot belerve the Caths- 
licks ; gon proceed ill, when you go about by the 
Goſpel to perſwade me to belerve Monicheus, be- 
cauſo it was from the Preachings of the C atholicks | 
that I believed the: Goſpel it ſelf. If pus teil me 
I did well when I believed the Catholicks prayſing 
the Goſpel, but I do ili whon I believe the ſame 755 | 
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| — what you pers ? yo 2 oy” 

2 haus any Reaſon to offer nuto me, lay | 
F you EE 2 

apy 


ay tp 


ing 
wot believe * Ae. becauſe 1 . 
them ; ſo that whatſoever you iy, from the "ow 
Pol will be of no forge with. me ore if 
nothing be found in the Goſ| 1 for the manifeſt ats- 
ene Manichzus his Ape — 1 9 
eredit to the C 


be th eff on 14% N 
8 8 e, * nor WE 


"Net them, breanſe they cold me @ le of you ; nor | 
ſhalt I believe you, becauſe you urge that Scripture 
to we which I believed upon their many whe 0 
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